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11  MMaallee  AAccttoorr::              DDiissccuussssiioonn  QQuueessttiioonn--AAsskkeerr                                                                                          

22  FFeemmaallee  AAccttoorrss::    LLiittttllee  JJaacckkiiee                                                                                      AAnncciieenntt  OOnnee          

22  oorr  mmoorree  NNaarrrraattoorrss::  GGuuyyss  oorr  GGiirrllss  
 

 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  We are now going to hear a story about sixth-grader Jackie. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Watch how her feelings about herself either motivate her to do the victim thing 

or to decide to act like an extraordinary hero. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : This story is called “The ‘ordinary world’ of Little Jackie.”    

NNaarrrraattoorr : This is Chapter 1. It’s called “Little Jackie meets the Ancient One.” 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jackie was a smart girl; or at least, all the sixth-grade kids in her class assumed 

she was.    
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  After all, she wore glasses. Also, she participated a lot in class by asking 

questions and responding to the various discussion questions posed by the 

teacher.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  As for her looks, she was cute in her own unique style.     
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  She was rather on the poor side. Her parents didn’t have the money to spend on 

buying her the kind of clothes the popular kids wore. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Her hair was red and straight and hung half way down her back. Her eyes were 

hazel.     
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  She was about five foot two inches tall. She was a bit on the heavy side. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jackie was not especially popular, but she was not unpopular, either.    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  One Saturday, Jackie went walking. She found a wooded area she had never 

noticed before. Loving to explore, Jackie entered. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  After walking for several minutes, she came upon a clearing.  
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NNaarrrraattoorr :  There was a group of rocks and small boulders in the center of this clearing.     
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  One area especially attracted Jackie, as it looked like it would make an ideal 

seat.     
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jackie sat down on one large rock and leaned back against another. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  As she relaxed, she looked around the clearing. It was very pretty. There were 

several shade trees, low bushes, and a few flowers here and there.     
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Looking up, she noticed how blue the sky looked. When she looked back 

down, she was much surprised to see an old woman sitting on a rock right in 

front of her. 
  

 
Illustrated by 6

th
 Grader T.J. Hutcheson 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jackie jumped with surprise. Her heart did a quick double beat as she asked:    
 

JACKIE:  What? How did you get here? I didn’t even hear you coming! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  The old woman smiled kindly and said: 
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ANCIENT ONE: Oh, I have been around for quite some time. You were so busy enjoying 

the beauty of this special clearing, you just didn’t notice me. So, Dearie, what 

can I do for you? 
 

JACKIE:  What do you mean? 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Well, I am called the Ancient One. I figured since you entered my special 

clearing, you must have some questions or something that you need. So, my 

dear, how may I be of service? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jackie’s mouth fell open in surprise. She had never heard such strange talk. 

Jackie said:    
 

JACKIE:  I still don’t get it. Why would you want to help me? I mean, there’s nothing 

special about me. I’m just an ordinary girl. Plus, my life is okay. There’s 

nothing special about it, but it’s okay. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  The Ancient One smiled kindly and looked into Jackie’s eyes intently as she 

said: 
 

ANCIENT ONE: No, I don’t agree. There is nothing ordinary about you at all. In fact, I find 

that you are quite extraordinary. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jackie almost squeaked in surprise as she exclaimed:    
 

JACKIE:  Me? Look, I’m sorry to break it to you, but I am not extraordinary! I’m not 

popular. My parents can’t afford to buy me the right clothes. I’m nothing much 

to look at. I’m even a little bit fat. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  The more Jackie thought about what her life was like and how she looked, the 

sadder she felt. She loudly exclaimed: 
 

JACKIE:  I’m not special at all! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  And then, Jackie began to cry.    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  The Ancient One simply sat there and smiled with compassion. Finally, she 

said: 
 

ANCIENT ONE: It sounds to me like you feel like a 

victim. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Through her tears, Jackie asked:    
 

JACKIE:  What do you mean? 
 

ANCIENT ONE: I mean that you are feeling sorry for 

yourself. Let’s take this one point at a 

time. You say you are not popular. Do 

you have any friends? 
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JACKIE:  Yeah, I have some friends. 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Are you popular with them? In other words, do they like you and seem to 

enjoy your company? 
 

JACKIE:  Yeah, we eat lunch together every day and talk on the phone now and again. 

We also spend the night with each other sometimes. 
 

ANCIENT ONE: So who made the decision that you are not popular? 
 

JACKIE:  Well, uh, ..., the popular kids don’t like to hang around me. They are even kind 

of mean sometimes. They sometimes make mean remarks about the clothes I 

wear. That’s how I know I am not popular. 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Does that make you feel angry?   

 

JACKIE:  Yeah, sometimes. I get kind of mad that my parents can’t afford to buy me the 

right clothes. I also get kind of mad that those popular kids won’t even give me 

a chance. I can’t help it that I wasn’t born pretty. I also can’t seem to help it 

that I’m a little bit fat. My mother said that I simply have a slow metabolism. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Very gently, the Ancient One said: 
 

ANCIENT ONE: That’s what I mean about feeling like a victim. When you feel sorry for 

yourself about things like your looks, your weight, your height, how little 

money you have, and whether or not people are nice to you, you are making of 

yourself a victim. Isn’t that right, Jackie?   

 

JACKIE:  Hey! How did you know my name? 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Oh, I have known you always.   

 

JACKIE:  Why, do you know my parents or something? 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Yes, I have known them, too.  

 

JACKIE:  Oh. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jackie didn’t quite understand, but she let the matter drop.    
 

DISCUSSION QUESTION-ASKER: What were the complaints Jackie listed to the 

Ancient One? 
 

 

 
 

 
(Choose classmates to answer this question. There are five answers to this question.) 
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NNaarrrraattoorr :  This is Chapter 2. It’s called “Little Jackie learns what it means to be 

extraordinary.” 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Jackie, you have two choices. You can capitalize on feeling like a victim 

and wallow in depression, or you can embrace the fact that you are loved and 

supported by some extraordinary people.   

 

JACKIE:  I still don’t get it. 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Okay, let’s explore the facts. Your 

parents had the sense to give birth to you 

and raise you up the best they could. That 

makes them extraordinary. Your friends 

have the good sense to want to be your 

friend. They value you and appreciate 

you and enjoy your company. That makes 

them extraordinary. And just like you’ll 

see that every flower in this clearing is  

 

 

 
 

totally different and unique from each other, you are totally unique. You have 

a look that makes you be who you are. You wouldn’t be Jackie if you didn’t 

look exactly the way you look right now. You would be some other girl. And 

since there is no way you can be anybody else but you, you need to have the 

good sense to appreciate and like and even love yourself exactly as you are. 

To do that would make you truly extraordinary. But if you do not love and 

appreciate yourself and your life, you are choosing to cling to victimhood. 

Do you understand now?   

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jackie sat quietly for some time. She felt a warm glow seep all the way through 

her. Finally, she said:    
 

JACKIE:  Wow! I’ve never thought about it that way before. My parents are pretty 

special, and my friends are pretty nice. They seem to think I’m kind of okay. If 

they can think that, I guess I can, too. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  The Ancient One smiled and said: 
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ANCIENT ONE: Good for you, Jackie! You are moving away from being a victim and 

choosing to be extraordinary instead. But Jackie, even if there was no one on 

this earth who thought you were special, it is important that you think that way 

about yourself. You need to know that you are as you were made. This is the 

way you were meant to look. This is the family you were meant to have. Those 

are the friends who are supposed to be your friends. You have a good mind. 

Use your ‘smarts’ to concentrate on celebrating being exactly who you are. 

You have a special purpose that only you can accomplish. You are truly 

extraordinary!   

 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jackie smiled shyly and said:    
 

JACKIE:  Thank you! 
 

ANCIENT ONE: You’re welcome.   

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  The Ancient One got up, smiled, and said:    
 

ANCIENT ONE: Remember this also, I only spend my time talking to extraordinary 

people. It takes one to know one. I am one, and so are you. So be good to 

yourself.   

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Then the old woman walked off. 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTION-ASKER: How did the Ancient One tell Jackie she could 

avoid being a victim? 
 

 

 
 

 
(Choose classmates to answer this question. There are six answers to this question.) 

 

 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jackie stared after her. Just then, a shaft of light from the sun blinded her for 

just a moment.     
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NNaarrrraattoorr :  When Jackie blinked and looked again, the Ancient One was gone. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jackie got up and looked through the trees. She attempted to see where the 

older woman might have disappeared to, but she was nowhere to be found.    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jackie shook her head in confusion but noticed that in spite of that, she still had 

that warm feeling about herself and her life. Jackie thought: 
 

JACKIE:  Maybe the Ancient One is right. Maybe I am extraordinary. And if I’m 

extraordinary, then that means that all the people around me must be 

extraordinary, too. 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jackie had a whole new way of looking at herself and her world. She certainly 

didn’t want to spend her whole life feeling like a victim. She would much 

rather celebrate her life.    
  

 
Illustrated by 6

th
 Grader T.J. Hutcheson 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  On Monday, Jackie went to school. In class, as she raised her hand to ask or 

answer a question, she couldn’t help thinking: 
 

JACKIE:  That teacher is extraordinary! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  She looked around at her classmates and thought:    
 

JACKIE:  My classmates are extraordinary! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  As Jackie spent time with her friends, she had a new sense of appreciation for 

them.  She thought: 
 

JACKIE:  My friends are really extraordinary! 
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NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jackie had a new confidence in her step. She had a happy sparkle in her eyes as 

she walked with intention through her day. At home, she gave her parents a 

loving hug and again thought:    
 

JACKIE:  My parents are also extraordinary! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  The next Saturday, Jackie decided to find the Ancient One to thank her. But 

the strange thing was that Jackie couldn’t even find those woods again. She 

tried and tried to retrace her steps but nothing worked. Jackie wondered: 
 

JACKIE:  Was that old woman real in the first place? Did I actually have that experience? 

But something must have happened, for I don’t even feel like the same person 

anymore! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  As she thought about it, Jackie realized:    
  

JACKIE:  Those popular kids have actually been kind of nice to me this week. And 

nobody seems to care what kind of clothes that I put on my back. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  It seemed that all they cared about or noticed was that Jackie’s smile was 

bright and her confidence level was high. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jackie felt that she was an extraordinary girl with extraordinary parents and 

friends, living in an extraordinary world. So whether the Ancient One was a 

dream woman or actual person, it didn’t matter.    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jackie’s life was never going to be the same again! 

 

 
 


