
Goofy Jane 

© 1999, 2014 by Debbie Dunn 

 

1 
 

11  MMaallee  AAccttoorr::          MMrr..  HHeeaaddwwoorrtthhyy,,  aa  HHoollllyywwoooodd  AAggeenntt  

22  FFeemmaallee  AAccttoorrss::    GGooooffyy  JJaannee                                                            GGooooffyy  JJaannee’’ss  mmootthheerr     
22  oorr  mmoorree  NNaarrrraattoorrss::  GGuuyyss  oorr  GGiirrllss  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Once there was a goofy gal named Jane. Eighteen-

year-old Jane didn't much use her common sense. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Instead, she did everything backwards and sideways 

and slantways and every which way but the right way. 

 

 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Every day, her mother would send Jane out into the world to accomplish one 

great task. Her mother would say:    

MOTHER:   Jane, I am sending you out into the world to accomplish one great task. 
 

JANE:          What's that, Mother? 

MOTHER:     I want you to learn to communicate in such a way 

that you will be considered to be a wonderful talent. 

Should this happen, you will surely be snapped up 

by Hollywood to become a movie star. 

 

 
 

  

JANE:            I want that too, Mother! 

Isn't that why I go into 

town every day to take 

either dancing lessons or 

singing lessons or acting 

lessons? 

MOTHER:    That’s exactly right, Jane! 

 

 
 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr : An important agent lived just down 

the street. His name was Mr. 

Headworthy. Mr. Headworthy loved 

to work out in his garden. 

 

 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Each day he would see Jane sashaying by on her way to town. One day, he got 

curious as to what was her great errand. He called out:   
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MMRR..  HHEEAADDWWOORRTTHHYY::     
 

 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jane looked startled. She knew who Mr. Headworthy was. She could hardly 

believe her great luck.     
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  With trembling hands, she walked over to where Mr. Headworthy waited. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jane barely glanced at Mr. Headworthy as she asked: 

JANE:           Yes, sir? What would you like? 
  

  

MMRR..  HHEEAADDWWOORRTTHHYY::     

 

 
 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jane looked up and focused 

her eyes just over Mr. 

Headworthy's shoulders. 

She said:   

 

 

JJAANNEE::       

 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Mr. Headworthy wondered who Jane was looking at. He glanced over his own 

shoulder to see who might be standing back there. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Of course, there was no one. Jane was simply too shy to look Mr. Headworthy 

in the eyes. 
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NNaarrrraattoorr :  Mr. Headworthy was so distracted by Jane’s lack of making EYE CONTACT 

with him, that he barely heard the answer she gave.    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  He simply bid her good day and went back to working in his garden. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  When Jane got 

home, she told her 

mother what had 

occurred. Jane’s 

mother pried every 

detail of the 

encounter out of 

hapless Jane. Then 

she scolded Jane 

soundly and said:      

 

MMOOTTHHEERR::    

 
 

  

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jane promised that she would do better. She said:   
 

JANE:         I’m sorry, Mother. I’ll fix this first thing tomorrow. I’ll talk to him and make the 

BEST EYE CONTACT that anybody has ever made! 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  The next day, Jane ran all the way to Mr. Headworthy’s house. Not noticing that 

he was busy talking on his cellular phone, she yelled:   

JANE: 
 

 
 

 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  As soon as she got quite close, Jane started in on the speech she had prepared 

the previous evening. She looked him right in the eye and said:   
 

JANE: 
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NNaarrrraattoorr :  Mr. Headworthy was so annoyed that Jane had not made the OBSERVATION 

that she was interrupting his very important phone call. He turned his back on 

her and walked away.     
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jane stared at him in consternation. She had blown her big chance once again. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jane went home to inform her mother. She wailed: 

JJAANNEE:: 

 

        MMOOTTHHEERR::  

     
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  After Jane 

explained 

detail for detail 

what had 

happened, her 

mother scolded 

her for not 

being more 

OBSERVANT. 

Her mother 

declared:    

 

MMOOTTHHEERR::    

 
 

  

  

 

 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jane was so upset for 

being scolded that she 

stomped off to town to 

take her dancing 

lesson.     

 

 

 
 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Mr. Headworthy noticed Jane's grim facial expression and fierce body language 

indicating anger and resentment. He had no desire to talk with such an angry 

girl, so he sneaked quietly into his house. 
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NNaarrrraattoorr :  On the way home, Jane once again 

passed by Mr. Headworthy's house. 

She noticed he was outside eating a 

delicious-looking chocolate éclair.     
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  When he saw Jane, he called her over 

and began to talk once again. 

 

 
 

 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jane had been dieting for 

weeks. When she saw that 

chocolate éclair, she begin 

salivating and could think of 

nothing else but sinking her 

teeth into that wonderful 

deliciousness. She thought:   

JJAANNEE::     

 
 

 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  She was so distracted, that she was not listening to what Mr. Headworthy had to 

say. 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  He kept talking and then taking a bite, talking and then taking a bite.         
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Before long, he popped the last bite of that chocolate éclair into his mouth. 

Only then did Jane realize that she had not heard one word that Mr. Headworthy 

had said to her. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  She had failed once again. She could just imagine her mother scolding her for 

having negative BODY LANGUAGE and failing to be a good LISTENER. Jane 

was filled with feelings of despair.     
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Desperately, Jane plunged into the conversation. She didn’t bother with TURN-

TAKING. She began talking with total disregard to the fact that Mr. Headworthy 

was in the middle of a sentence.    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  She began chattering away and even interrupted each time Mr. Headworthy 

attempted to complete his sentence.       
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  When she did allow Mr. Headworthy to get a word in edgewise, she would 

interrupt once again with a comment about a totally different topic.    
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Mr. Headworthy couldn’t help 

thinking to himself:   

 

MMRR..  HHEEAADDWWOORRTTHHYY::    

 
 

 



Goofy Jane 

© 1999, 2014 by Debbie Dunn 

 

6 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  To make it even worse, if Jane was not 

busy interrupting or talking, she was 

FIDGETING like crazy.   
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  She would shift her weight from one 

foot to another. She played with her 

jewelry. She scratched her arm and 

then her knee. Jane gave the 

appearance of being totally bored 

when Mr. Headworthy was talking. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Furthermore, she not only 

demonstrated that she hadn’t been 

LISTENING, she also didn’t have the 

wisdom to STAY ON THE SUBJECT. 

 

 
 

 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Eventually, Mr. 

Headworthy had had 

enough of Jane’s 

rudeness. He turned and 

stomped away. Mr. 

Headworthy thought:    

 

MMRR..  HHEEAADDWWOORRTTHHYY::      

 
 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jane was so taken aback 

that she snapped 

sarcastically:   

 

 

JJAANNEE::   
 

  

 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  She wasn’t a bit careful in THE WAY she expressed herself. She said it as rudely 

and roughly as she could. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  She added to this a great rolling of the eyes and a disgusted expression on her 

face. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jane stomped home. She was very upset.     
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Once again, she told her mother all about it. After her mother got an accurate 

picture of the way the encounter went, she scolded:   
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MMOOTTHHEERR::    

  

  

  

  

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jane was practically in tears. She promised that she would do better. She said:   
 

JJAANNEE::  

 
 

MMOOTTHHEERR::  

 

 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  The next day, Jane walked over to Mr. Headworthy’s house. She saw that he 

was once again tending his garden.    

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jane stood at the edge of 

his yard, waved, and 

called out to Mr. 

Headworthy in a very 

soft almost whispery-

sounding voice:      

 

JJAANNEE::  
 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Mr. Headworthy saw Jane 

waving and seeming to be 

talking. Since he wasn’t the 

type of man to hold a grudge, 

he waved back. Seeing that 

Jane still appeared to be 

talking, he called out:   

 

 

MMRR..  HHEEAADDWWOORRTTHHYY::      
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NNaarrrraattoorr :  A little louder this 

time, Jane said:   

 

JJAANNEE::  
 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Again, Mr. 

Headworthy 

couldn’t hear. 

He cupped his 

hand to his ear 

and asked:   

 

 

MMRR..  HHEEAADDWWOORRTTHHYY::    

    

NNaarrrraattoorr :  As he did 

this, he 

began 

walking 

over to 

stand 

near Jane.     
 
 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Once again, Jane 

repeated her 

statement. But this 

time, she said it 

ear-splittingly 

loud and yelled:   

 

JJAANNEE:: 

 
 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Mr. 

Headworthy 

flinched at her 

loud voice. He 

said:   

 

 

MMRR..  HHEEAADDWWOORRTTHHYY::      

 
d 
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NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jane got so 

excited that he 

was talking kindly 

to her, that her 

voice became very 

high pitched and 

squeaky. 

 

JJAANNEE:: 

 
 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Mr. 

Headworthy 

looked 

puzzled. Then 

he said:   

 

 

MMRR..  HHEEAADDWWOORRTTHHYY::      

 
d 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  This time, Jane 

spoke in a very 

low, almost 

masculine-

sounding 

voice. 

 

JJAANNEE::  

 
 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Mr. 

Headworthy 

looked even 

more puzzled. 

He said:   

 

MMRR..  HHEEAADDWWOORRTTHHYY::      

 
d 
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NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jane carefully evened 

out her VOLUME; 

however, she was 

trying so hard not to 

talk too high or too 

low that she ended up 

MUMBLING her 

words in such a way 

that Mr. Headworthy 

couldn’t understand a 

word she said. 

 

JJAANNEE::  

 
 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Mr. 

Headworthy 

began to get 

impatient. He 

snapped:   

 

MMRR..  HHEEAADDWWOORRTTHHYY::      

 
d 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jane was tired 

of apologizing 

again and 

again. She 

began to talk 

very fast 

indeed. Her 

SPEED-

TALKING was 

most amusing 

to hear. 

 

JJAANNEE::  
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JJAANNEE::  

 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jane’s RATE OF SPEECH got faster and faster. Not only that, she began 

advancing upon Mr. Headworthy, standing very close to him as she talked.       
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  It was clear that Mr. Headworthy did not feel that Jane was keeping an 

ADEQUATE DISTANCE, as he kept backing away in his attempt to keep a more 

comfortable distance between them. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  All of a sudden, Mr. 

Headworthy saw the 

humor in this entire 

situation. He decided that 

Jane was quite the 

comedian. He began to 

laugh and laugh. 

 

MMRR..  HHEEAADDWWOORRTTHHYY::      

  
d 

 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jane stopped talking and moving entirely. She simply stood there with mouth 

agape. She couldn’t imagine why Mr. Headworthy found this all so amusing. 

Finally, Mr. Headworthy said: 
 

 

MMRR..  HHEEAADDWWOORRTTHHYY::      

  

JJAANNEE::  
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MMRR..  HHEEAADDWWOORRTTHHYY::      

  JJAANNEE::  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Mr. Headworthy smiled, shook Jane’s hand, and went back to finish weeding 

his garden.     
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jane went 

home and 

proudly told 

her mother the 

good news. 

Her mother 

excitedly said:   

 

 

MMOOTTHHEERR::      

 
 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jane went to the audition 

the next day and was 

awarded the part of 

playing Amelia Bedelia. 

 

MMRR..  HHEEAADDWWOORRTTHHYY::      

  
d 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jane took her mother’s advice 

to heart. Amelia Bedelia can 

forget to use good 

communication skills of all 

types.       
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  But as for Jane, she now is very 

careful to watch THE WAY 

words come out of her mouth. 

Jane is turning into a very 

effective communicator. 

 

 
  


