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66  MMaallee  AAccttoorrss::          JJaacckk                  BBaarrtt                  CCooaacchh  BBrroowwnn                TTiimmmmyy                  MMaarrccuuss                  NNiicckk    

11  FFeemmaallee  AAccttoorr::    AAsshhlleeyy            

22  oorr  mmoorree  NNaarrrraattoorrss::  GGuuyyss  oorr  GGiirrllss  
 
 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr : This is the seventh and last story of seven about a boy named Jack. Please note 

that this is the conclusion of the story about the Jack you read about in the 

stories called “The Ball”, “The Dance”, “The Heart”, and “The Feeling.” 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  This story is called “The Star.” It was written by Clinical Social Worker, Terry 

Gardner. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  This is Chapter 1. It’s called “Jack and Bart – Top Dogs.” 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jack was now in eighth grade. He had come a long way since the uncertainties, 

fears, and many questions he had during his sixth- and seventh-grade years. 
      

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack was very popular with most of the students and teachers.    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  He did very well with school work and was one of the school’s outstanding 

athletes. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  But had all that success gone to his head? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Let’s see what Jack did with all of his success and personal growth. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : It was the beginning of the school year. Jack turned to his friend, Bart, and said: 
 

JACK:  Hey, Bart! Great to see you again! We finally made it to the eighth grade. 
 

BART:  Yeah! Now WE are the top dogs here. I’m in no hurry to get to high school. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack laughed and said: 
 

JACK:  You’ve got a point! We can relax and enjoy this year. We know most of the INs 

and OUTs! 
 



The Star 

© 2001 re-told by and reformatted by Debbie Dunn; Original author Terry Gardner. 

As a clinical social worker, he kindly created these stories for Debbie Dunn’s Communication Skills class at CMS. 

A Terry Gardner Jack Tale shared in his memory and with permission of his widow, Lin Gardner 

 

2 

 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Bart snorted as he exclaimed: 
 

BART:  Most of them? We know EVERYTHING!!! 
 

JACK:  I’m not so sure about that for myself. I find that I always have something more 

to learn. 
 

BART:  Hey, Jack! Chill out! 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack laughed agreeably as he walked with Bart to class. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : This is Chapter 2. It’s called “What kind of leader is Jack at basketball practice?” 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack knew he had choices about his thinking. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : What did he do with other situations such as basketball? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : At the beginning of basketball practice, Coach Brown greeted Jack with the 

following words: 
 

COACH BROWN: Hi, Jack! Are you ready for another season? We’re really looking forward 

to our third state championship. We couldn’t do it without you leading the team. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack was excited to hear his coach talk that way. Jack said: 
 

JACK:  Really, Coach? Am I really that crucial to the team? 
 

COACH BROWN: You bet, Jack! Now, let’s get out to the court and get those sixth and 

seventh graders into championship shape. 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jack went to the court and began shooting some baskets. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : The sixth and seventh graders crowded around him. They knew about his 

basketball skills. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : One younger player named Timmy called to Jack. He said: 
 

TIMMY:  Jack, are you taking us to the state championship again? 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Perhaps Coach Brown’s compliments had gone to Jack’s head because he 

bragged: 
 

JACK:  Sure as I’m shooting these baskets! All of y’all do as I do, and NO ONE can 

beat us. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Another young player by the name of Marcus asked: 
 

MARCUS:  Jack, will you show me how to shoot baskets like you? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack barely glanced at Marcus. Instead, he kept his focus on the basket as he 

replied:    
 

JACK:  I have to practice hard for myself, so I can take this team to the state finals. I 

don’t have much time to help you. 
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NNaarrrraattoorr :  Coach Brown was listening intently. His proud smile suddenly turned to a 

frown. Then he said: 
 

COACH BROWN: Jack, I’d like to talk to you RIGHT NOW.  

 

JACK:  Aw, Coach! Can’t it wait a bit? These guys are starting to get the hang of 

shooting baskets by watching ME.   

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Coach Brown said quietly but firmly: 
 

COACH BROWN: NOW, Jack! 
 

JACK:  Oh, okay! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Coach Brown and Jack walked to his office while the other boys continued 

practicing. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack accepted Coach Brown’s invitation to take a seat. 
 

COACH BROWN: Jack, I heard you on the court there with the other boys. I’m very 

concerned about you. What does team leadership mean to you? 
 

JACK:  Well, Coach Brown, leadership means showing the other players about 

basketball. 
 

COACH BROWN: Right, Jack! Now do you show them by playing with them or by playing 

alone? 
 

JACK:  I can only play with them. Hmmmm! That means I also help them learn shots 

and plays. 
 

COACH BROWN: Right, Jack! The younger players are also helping you as well. Do you 

know how? 
 

JACK:  Well, I’m not clear about that. When I help them, are they letting me learn how 

to help them better? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Coach Brown grinned and agreed: 
 

COACH BROWN: Exactly right, Jack! A good leader is also a learner. The other players, 

you, and I all learn from each other. 
 

JACK:  Then we’re all the same if we all learn from each other. I mean, every one of us 

is equally important to the team. 
 

COACH BROWN: Great again! You’re catching on quickly. We do different jobs, but we 

rely on each other and learn from each other. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack immediately changed the way he got along with the younger players. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : He was much kinder and looked out for their good rather than pushing himself 

forward all the time. 
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NNaarrrraattoorr : This is Chapter 3. It’s called “Ashley tells Jack about a Spreading Rumor.” 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack liked to get along with all the students, but he sometimes got in the middle 

of arguments between different groups. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : One day, Ashley walked up to Jack and said: 
 

ASHLEY:  Jack, I’ve got something you really should know. 
 

JACK:  Hi, Ashley! So, what’s going on? 
 

ASHLEY:  Jack, some of the potheads are talking about you. They say that you really 

smoke pot but ignore them because you’re afraid the popular group won’t 

accept you anymore. 
 

JACK:  Wait a minute! I don’t smoke pot! For one thing, I wouldn’t let myself get off 

my game! 
 

ASHLEY:  Well, I just thought you should know. 
 

JACK:  Thanks for telling me. As Mr. Campbell always says, I guess I better go “check 

my facts.” 
 

ASHLEY:  Good idea! Uh, Jack, do you know that quite a few of us would like you to run 

for Class President? 
 

JACK:  Yeah! Somebody else mentioned that to me, too. Do you think I’d do all right? 
 

ASHLEY:  Of course! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack agreed to run for Class President. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : This is Chapter 4. It’s called “Jack talks things out with Nick.” 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : As Jack thought about how to campaign for the position of Class President, he 

realized that the votes of different student groups were important for his 

election. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : What will Jack do about the pothead group? Jack decided to talk with one of the 

druggies, Nick. 
 

JACK:  Hi, Nick! Do you have a minute or two? 
 

NICK:  Sure, Jack! What’s going on?    
 

JACK:  I heard from Ashley that some of you guys are saying things about me. They’re 

spreading untrue rumors that I smoke weed. But I don’t do that stuff! 
 

NICK:  Yeah, I heard about that too. Jack, do you mind if I tell you straight up what’s 

going on? 
  

JACK:  Go ahead. 
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NICK:  When two of my friends, Luke and Duke, invited you to that party last year 

where we were popping pills and smoking weed, you refused to come. Those 

two guys felt like you blew them off. Do you remember that?  

 

JACK:  Yeah! I didn’t mean to blow them off. That’s just the way they took it. 
 

NICK:  I get your point. You’re all right.  

 

JACK:  Thanks, Nick! Y’all do your thing, and I’ll do mine. But I sure would like to get 

all this straight with those two guys and tell them to quit talking trash. 
 

NICK:  Won’t work. They’ll listen to me but not to you.   

 

JACK:  Will you tell them for me? 
 

NICK:  Yeah, I can straighten them out.  

 

JACK:  Thanks, Nick! I appreciate that. 
 

NICK:  By the way, I heard you’ll be running for Class President. I figure you probably 

could use our votes. Right?  

  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack grinned and said: 
 

JACK:  Well, yeah! I’d like any help I can get from a friend, but I’m not changing my 

beliefs about smoking pot.  
 

NICK:  Good, because if you took up pot for votes, I’d talk about you too!   

 

JACK:  No problem there! 
 

NICK:  Tell you what. I’ll talk to those two guys like I said. Then I’ll tell all my friends 

that you’re the man for our Class President.  

 

JACK:  Awesome! Thanks again, Nick! 
 

NICK:  That’s okay. You’re all right for a prep.  

 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jack experienced three situations where he had choices. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  He could have used his athletic skills and leadership abilities to make himself 

feel important. However, he chose differently. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack followed his feelings and remained true to himself.    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  He worked to help others rather than showing off. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  So Jack was a leader to others as well as himself. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack was indeed a star! 


