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22  MMaallee  AAccttoorrss::            LLiittttllee  JJaacckk                                                                                      AAnncciieenntt  OOnnee    

33  FFeemmaallee  AAccttoorrss::  JJaacckk’’ss  MMoomm                              66tthh--ggrraaddee  GGiirrll  ##11  MMoomm                              66tthh--ggrraaddee  GGiirrll  ##22            

22  oorr  mmoorree  NNaarrrraattoorrss::  GGuuyyss  oorr  GGiirrllss  
 

 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  We are now going to hear a story about sixth-grader Jack. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Watch how his fear of dying socially motivates him to either decide to do the 

VICTIM THING or to decide to act like a HERO. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : This story is called “The ‘Ordinary World’ of Little Jack.”    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Please note: This boy is called ‘Little Jack’ by the older guys he hangs out 

with after school. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Why? One of the eighth-grade boys is also named Jack. To avoid confusion, 

they call the older boy ‘Big Jack’ and this sixth-grade boy ‘Little Jack’.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : This is Chapter 1. It’s called “Introducing Little Jack.” 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : There once was this boy named Jack. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : For a sixth grader, he was unusually tall and thin. He had straight brown hair 

and brown eyes. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : As some of the sixth grade girls commented: 
 

SIXTH-GRADE GIRL #1: Jack is cute! 
 

SIXTH-GRADE GIRL #2: He sure is!  I think he is fine! 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack lived with only his mother. His parents were divorced. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Even though his father had every other weekend visitation rights, he rarely 

showed up for them. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : The good news was that Jack’s Dad did keep up with his child support 

payments. 
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NNaarrrraattoorr : The bad news was that Jack didn’t much feel like he even had a father. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : On the rare weekends when Jack would return from a visit with his father, his 

Mom would ask: 
 

JACK’S MOM: Did you have a good time, Jack? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack would nearly always reply:  
 

JACK:  Not really.  

NNaarrrraattoorr : His Mom would ask in concern:  
 

JACK’S MOM: How come?    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack would kind of whine and say: 
 

JACK:  Mom, I can always talk to you. Around Dad though, I get all shy and     

tongue-tied. I don’t know what to talk to him about. 
 

JACK’S MOM: So what did you do, Jack? 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack sighed and said: 
 

JACK:  We mostly just sat around and watched TV. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : More often than not, his father would NOT come to pick Jack up at all. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : He also wouldn’t even call to cancel. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : At the end of another one of those all too familiar weekends, Jack would 

complain: 
 

JACK:  Mom, doesn’t Dad care about me at all? He hardly ever shows up to come get 

me. He hardly ever calls. Doesn’t he even want to be my Dad anymore? 
  

 
Illustrated by 6

th

-Grader T.J. Hutcheson 
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NNaarrrraattoorr : His Mom would sadly say: 
 

JACK’S MOM: Son, I’m sure he does. I know he cares about you. He’s just not very good 

at showing it. He’s having some grown-up problems that cloud his judgment. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : After Jack’s mother mentioned that his father was simply having some    

grown-up problems, Jack bitterly snapped: 
 

JACK:  Yeah! Like he’s a drunk! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Surprised, Jack’s Mom asked: 
 

JACK’S MOM: You know about that? 
 

JACK:  Sure I know he’s an alcoholic. That’s why you divorced him, isn’t it?    
 

JACK’S MOM: Yes, Jack, it is. But just because your father and I didn’t get along, there’s 

no reason why you two can’t still love each other.    
 

JACK:  Well, if he loves me at all, he sure has a funny way of showing it.    
 

JACK’S MOM: I’m so sorry, Jack! If it’s any consolation, I’m always here for you.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Giving Jack a hug, his Mom said: 
 

JACK’S MOM: I love my only son very dearly! 
 

JACK:  I know, Mom! Yeah, that helps a lot.    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : After a long pause, Jack shyly said: 
 

JACK:  I love you, too. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : It might have been bad enough if Jack only had his father to worry about. But 

Jack was finding some of his friends to be a real challenge, too. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : It was hard to feel all that secure when they gave him negative peer pressure all 

the time.   

  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Perhaps it didn’t help that most of the kids in his neighborhood were a year or 

two older than him. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack was afraid to confide this problem to his mother as he worried: 
 

JACK:  What if she said I couldn’t hang out with them anymore? Then who would I 

find to be my friends? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Those guys were pressuring him to do some things he really didn’t want to do. 

Jack thought: 
‘ 

JACK:  I don’t want to mess up my relationship with my Mom by trying any of that 

stuff. After all, she’s the only family I really have. But I also don’t want to lose 

their friendship. 
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NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack found it really hard to say no to them as he didn’t want to ‘die socially’.  

Jack thought: 
 

JACK:  I wish I could find a way to please both my friends and my Mom. Life sure is 

tricky sometimes! 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : This is Chapter 2. It’s called “Jack meets the Ancient One.” 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : One fine Saturday afternoon, Jack decided to go for a walk. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : He entered a wooded area where he sometimes liked to hang out. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : If you walked far enough, you came to a rather steep hill. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : For the first time ever, Jack decided to climb it. 
 

 
      

 

                   Illustrated by 6
th

-Grader T.J. Hutcheson 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : At the top, he sat down, enjoying the view. Once he caught his breath, Jack 

became conscious that he was not alone. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : He slowly turned around and saw that an old man was sitting on the ground. 

Surprised, Jack asked: 
 

JACK:  Oh, excuse me! I didn’t see you when I got to the top. Am I bothering you?    
 

ANCIENT ONE: No, I’ve been waiting for you to come. Welcome!    
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NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack smiled in a rather bemused way. He didn’t really know how to respond. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Then he recalled what the old man had said. Jack asked: 
 

JACK:  What do you mean that you were waiting for me?    
 

ANCIENT ONE: I knew that you would come today because you need my help, Jack. I am 

ready to assist you in any way I can.    
 

JACK:  Wait a minute! How did you know my name? Who are you?    
 

ANCIENT ONE: I am called the Ancient One, and I have known you and your parents 

always. Now, what can I do for you? What’s on your mind?    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack sat quietly for a bit, thinking about what the Ancient One had said. 

Finally, Jack declared: 
 

JACK:  Well, this feels kind of strange; however, my gut feels that you’re okay to talk 

to. Well, if you say that you know my parents, then you probably know that 

my Dad hardly ever calls or writes or comes to pick me up. That bothers me!    
 

ANCIENT ONE: It sounds like that makes you feel like a VICTIM. 
 

JACK:  Well, yeah, ..., kind of. It sure doesn’t make me feel loved. I don’t understand 

how he can just stay away the way he does! Why doesn’t he care enough to 

keep in touch with his own son?    
 

ANCIENT ONE: Yes, I observe that this upsets you. Grown-ups sometimes have their own 

set of problems, too. It is hard on you young ones when this happens. In that 

case, you simply need to turn to the ones who do show you love in a way that 

you understand. Who fills that role for you, Jack?    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack thought and said: 
 

JACK:  Well, my mom. She’s pretty good. I know she tries real hard. Also, I’ve got 

some friends who like me pretty well. I guess I do okay in that department.  
 

ANCIENT ONE: I feel that something else is on your mind, Jack?    
 

JACK:  Well, yeah! It’s some of my other friends who I don’t exactly know how to 

handle. They try to peer pressure me into doing some stuff that I know would 

upset my mom. I don’t want to ruin things at home, but I also don’t want to 

lose my friends. Is there a way I can please my mom and still please my 

friends?    
 

ANCIENT ONE: Certainly! There are ways to negotiate around both situations. But first, 

how do you personally feel about doing those things? Are they things that you 

really want to try, or is it just because your friends asked you to?    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack thought for a bit. Then he said:  
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JACK:  Well, to tell you the truth, no. I don’t want to do those things. But I don’t want 

to be called a wimp or chicken or worse names than that! I want them to like 

me. But also, I want to keep my mom’s approval. After all, she is the only 

family I really have. Life is pretty hard sometimes!    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : The Ancient One smiled with compassion. Finally, he said: 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Yes, you can choose to look at your life that way. It is always your 

choice, Jack. You can choose to feel like a VICTIM and let your friends push 

you around. Or you can choose to be a courageous man, even though you are 

only twelve years old.  
 

JACK:  How do I do that? Not the VICTIM part. I guess I already know how to do 

that. That’s when I’m feeling sorry for myself, right?    
 

ANCIENT ONE: Exactly! The way you can be a courageous man is to negotiate with your 

friends. Challenge them by asking questions like: 
  

  

ANCIENT ONE: If they say yes, then you will have to choose whether you still want to be 

friends with those kids who do not accept you for who you are.    

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack sat there quietly and thought about what the Ancient One just suggested. 

The Ancient One then asked: 

 

ANCIENT ONE: Do you understand now?    
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JACK: 

 

I think so! I never thought to ask them why. That feels pretty good. And I 

guess if they said they would stop being my friend if I don’t do as they say, 

well, ..., I guess they’re not worth having as a friend anyway. Plus, I know I 

have some friends who feel the same way I do. I guess I could hang out with 

them more and the other kids less. In any case, I don’t want to be a VICTIM 

anymore. I want to be in control of my life. Thanks, Ancient One! I feel much 

better! 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  The Ancient One smiled. Then he took a small rock, held it up, and then threw 

it down the hill. He said:  
 

ANCIENT ONE: Excellent, Jack! You just threw your need to be a VICTIM away, just as I 

threw this rock away. That takes great courage - the kind of courage that 

transforms you into a HERO. Remember, it is always your choice. Each 

moment, you choose whether to be a VICTIM or a HERO. Which do you wish 

to be, young Jack? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack didn’t have to think at all. He said with conviction:  
 

JACK:  Well, I want to be a HERO, of course!    
 

ANCIENT ONE: Excellent choice!    
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Then, the old man threw another rock. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack watched the rock rolling and bumping its way down the hill. He expected 

the old man to make some other comforting remark. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : When he said nothing, Jack turned around to look at him, but, …, he was gone.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack stood up and looked all around. He said out loud: 
 

JACK:  What the ...?!! There’s no way he could have walked away so quickly. I don’t 

get it! 
    

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack felt puzzled by the Ancient One’s sudden disappearance, but he felt pretty 

good about what he had learned. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Yes, he would much rather be a HERO than a VICTIM. Jack felt more 

powerful already.  
 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : With his head held high, Jack walked down the hill. 


