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44  MMaallee  AAccttoorrss::            JJaacckk                                        CCooaacchh  BBrroowwnn                                        DDoonn                                        RRoonn    

22  FFeemmaallee  AAccttoorrss::    AAnnnn                                          AAnnnn’’ss  MMoomm            

22  oorr  mmoorree  NNaarrrraattoorrss::  GGuuyyss  oorr  GGiirrllss  
 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Sixth-grade basketball star, Jack, starts going out with seventh-grade 

cheerleader, Ann.  
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  At first, their relationship is fun for both of them. But when Jack decides he 

wishes to also spend time with his other friends and go out for track, Ann 

becomes possessive. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Will they manage to stay together or break up? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  This story is called “The Dance.” It was written by Clinical Social Worker, 

Terry Gardner. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  This is Chapter 1. It’s called “Jack and Ann go to the Christmas Dance.” 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack and his basketball team members reached the State Finals for middle 

school basketball. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : His team played very well and reached the final game. This game would decide 

the state middle school basketball championship. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : After his earlier talk with Coach Brown, Jack decided to talk with Ann, a seventh 

grade cheerleader. Jack said: 
 

JACK:  Hi, Ann. I like your cheerleading. You really help the basketball team a lot! 
 

ANN:  REALLY? I didn’t know that it helped the team. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack gulped as he took the risk as he said: 
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JACK:  The cheering gets us even more excited and determined. Besides, I kinda like to 

look over and see you there. 
 

ANN:  Oh, Jack! Do you really mean that? 
 

JACK:  Yeah! It was kinda hard to say, but there, ... I’ve said it! 
 

ANN:  You know, Jack. I liked looking at you too. No one knows though. I didn’t want 

to get people talking. 
 

JACK:  This is kinda scary saying these things. It helps a lot that we feel the same way 

about each other. 
 

ANN:  I like talking with you. It’s like you’re a good friend. 
 

JACK:  I’d like to talk with you a lot more, too. Do you have any plans for the 

Christmas Dance? 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Ann smiled as she responded: 
 

ANN:  Not yet. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack gulped again and then quickly asked: 
 

JACK:  Would you like to go with me? 
 

ANN:  I’d love to go with you, Jack. I’ll check with Mom and Dad and let you know. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack and his teammates played very well and very hard in the State Middle 

School Championship final game. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack and Ann looked at each other a lot. Ann lead the wild cheering, and Jack 

played the best game of his life. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Most exciting of all, the team won the State Championship. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : After the game, Ann invited Jack to her house so he could meet her parents. 

They all got along very well. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : The next day, Ann and Jack talked some more about the Christmas Dance. Jack 

said: 
 

JACK:  Hi, Ann. I liked your Mom and Dad. They’re pretty cool. 
 

ANN:  They liked you, too. They said that I can meet you at the Christmas Dance. If 

you like, they’ll pick us up and we can go to my house for awhile afterward. 
 

JACK:  Okay. I’ll check with my Mom. 
 

ANN:  Great! Where do you live? 
 

JACK:  I live on West Olive Street. How about you? 
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ANN:  How funny! As you know, I live on East Olive Street near Main Street. 
 

JACK:  I live one block from Main Street and usually walk to school with a group of 

my friends. 
 

ANN:  I usually walk to school too with a group of my friends. Would you like to meet 

at Main Street and all walk together? 
 

JACK:  That would be nice. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : The next day, Jack and Ann and both their groups of friends joined together and 

walked to school. It was a large mixture of guys and girls. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : They didn’t do this every day, but it was fun when it did happen. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jack and Ann went to the Christmas Dance and had a great time. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  This is Chapter 2. It’s called, “Ann gets too possessive.” 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jack got very involved with Ann and spent more and more time with her. Ann 

loved the attention and suggested more and more activities to do with Jack.    
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jack’s friends noticed that he spent less time with them. They teased him. Don 

said: 
 

DON:      Hey, Jack! Are you hiding somewhere? I don’t see you much anymore. 
 

RON:  Yeah, Don! Jack’s hiding out with that cheerleader Ann. Jack, what has she got 

that gets so much of you? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jack laughed at their teasing and said: 
 

JACK:  You guys lay off! Ann’s cute and a lot of fun. 
 

RON:  Are you saying that she’s more fun than us? We’re not cute like her but we play 

ball a lot better. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack jokingly said: 
 

JACK:  Hey, don’t lay that on me! I’d like to see you in a cheerleading skirt! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Don joked right back and said: 
 

DON:  Hey, Jack! Ron’s got a point. We forget how good looking we are when we 

don’t see your ugly face. 
 

JACK:  Okay, okay! I get you now. I like hanging out with you guys too. I kinda forgot 

about you. What about coming over for some video games Friday night? 
 

DON & RON: Hey, sounds great! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Ron and Don got permission from their parents. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Meanwhile, Jack told Ann about Ron and Don coming to his house. Jack said: 
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JACK:  Ann! Ron and Don are coming to my house Friday evening to play video 

games. It’s going to be a lot of fun. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Ann had a big pout on her face as she complained: 
 

ANN:  Jack! I was going to ask you to go with my family to my cousin’s birthday 

party. Would you like to go with us? 
 

JACK:  Ann, the party sounds like fun, but I’m going to spend some time with Ron and 

Don. After all, I haven’t done that in quite a while. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Ann grudgingly said: 
 

ANN:  Okay, ... if you have to. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack, Ron, and Don had a great time at Jack’s house. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Ann had a temper tantrum during her cousin’s birthday party. She made herself 

miserable because Jack decided not to come with her. Ann talked with her 

parents. She said: 
 

ANN:  Mom and Dad! Jack doesn’t like me anymore. He didn’t come to the birthday 

party! 
 

ANN’S MOM: You’re upset, dear; however, Jack has other friends too. 
 

ANN:  But Jack said I’m special to him! I wonder if he really likes me? 
 

ANN’S MOM: Honey! I’m glad that Jack and you are special to each other, but it’s important 

to have other friends. 
 

ANN: Oh, you just don’t understand!!! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Ann stomped out of the room. Her mom turned to her husband and stated: 
 

ANN’S MOM: She has a lot to learn. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Ann and Jack walked to school together every day with their whole group of 

friends. Now Ann started demanding that they walk alone – just the two of them. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack agreed; however, he sometimes preferred that they would go back to the 

way they were when the whole gang walked together. That seemed to be a 

whole lot more lighthearted and fun! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Ann asked Jack to different activities. Jacks also asked Ann to some events but 

less than Ann. Jack was feeling more and more like Ann demanded too much of 

him. Jack said:  

 

JACK:  Ann, you’re special to me. I like being with you, but I like being with the guys. 

Basketball season’s over but I’m going out for track next week. Coach Brown 

also coaches track and asked me to try out for the high jump and hurdles. What 

do you think? I’m excited about it! 
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NNaarrrraattoorr :  Ann angrily pouted and said: 
 

ANN:  Okay for you! What about me? You’ll spend all that time with the team, and I 

won’t ever see you! 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Then Ann began to cry. Jack said: 
 

JACK:  Ann, you’ll see me. I just like to be with the guys sometimes; plus, I’m really 

into basketball and track. Besides, we’d like a track cheerleading squad. You 

could be with us by getting a cheerleading squad together. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Still crying and sniveling, Ann whined: 
 

ANN:  No, no! I want you to be with me and NO ONE else! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jack didn’t know how to respond. He gave her a quick hug but said nothing.   
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  In the meantime, Jack tried out for the track team and earned regular places in 

the high jump, hurdles, and distance running.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jack decided to talk with Coach Brown about Ann. He asked: 
 

JACK:  Coach, uh, …, could I talk with you? 
 

COACH BROWN: Sure, Jack. Now’s a good time. What’s going on? 
 

JACK:   It’s about Ann. She wants to see me all the time. I don’t know what to do. I like 

her a lot, but I like to be with the guys and do sports, too. 
 

COACH BROWN: Sounds like a tough place, Jack. Did you talk with Ann about your 

feelings? 
 

JACK:  Yes, but she doesn’t understand. She starts to cry whenever I talk about 

spending time with anyone else. I don’t know what to do.  
 

COACH BROWN: Follow your feelings, Jack. You have to live with your choices. You 

can’t really be with Ann if you resent her. 
 

JACK:  Hmmm! I get your point. I’m feeling a little pushed, and I’m getting tired of 

Ann’s tears all the time. I don’t want to hurt her. 

 

COACH BROWN: Jack, you have a lot of courage and you care a lot for Ann. It is also 

important for you to care for yourself. It’s important for you to do what you 

enjoy and see your friends as well. 
 

JACK:  I think I get your point. It’s okay for me to see my friends and be on the track 

team even if Ann cries a lot. I really like to hang out with the guys and be on 

the team as well as see Ann. There’s room for Ann, the guys, and sports. 
 

COACH BROWN: You’ve got it, Jack! So what are you going to do next? 
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JACK:  Well, it’s time to talk with Ann. I hope that she’ll at least listen to me. I’m 

ready for some fun and not all tears! 
 

COACH BROWN: Jack, you care about Ann and yourself. You’ll do a great job! 
 

JACK:  Thanks, Coach! You really helped me a lot. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack left Coach Brown’s office and went home. As Jack paced his bedroom, he 

tried to make decisions about how he wanted to handle things with Ann. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack thought to himself: 
 

JACK:  Maybe I should just tell her that I won’t see her anymore. No, that doesn’t feel 

good. I do like her. I’ll tell her how I feel and see what happens. But I know that 

I’ll see my friends and continue with the track team. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack called Ann and arranged a time where they both could talk together. 
 

JACK:  Uh, Ann. I want to talk to you about us. I like you a whole lot and like to be 

with you. I also like to be with my friends and the track team. I sometimes feel 

angry because you demand so much time with me.  
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Ann started by pouting and then snapped angrily: 
 

ANN:  You are telling me that you don’t like me! Why don’t you want to see me? 
 

JACK:  Ann, I DO like to see you. I DO like you very much. I’d like to work this out 

with you.  
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Ann had big tears streaming down her face as she said: 
 

ANN:  Jack, you don’t understand me. 
 

JACK:  Ann, if I’m going to see you, we have to talk together. Your tears get in the 

way.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Ann started crying even harder and whined: 
 

ANN:  Jack, don’t get mad at me. What do you want me to do? 
 

JACK:  I’d like you to stop crying so we can talk.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Ann had a big decision to make. If she continued to cry and refused to talk with 

him, Jack will likely break up with her. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : If she chose to talk reasonably with Jack; she might still get to go out with him 

and keep his friendship. Let’s see what happens. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : This is Chapter 3. It’s called, “An unhappy ending for Jack and Ann.” 
          

 

ANN:  Jack, you don’t get it! I don’t know! I just don’t know!!! 
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NNaarrrraattoorr : Ann began to sob. Jack said: 
 

JACK:  Ann, I talked really plain. I like you, but I won’t go out with you anymore. 

Maybe we could be friends. I’d like to have fun and not feel angry towards you.  
 

ANN:  Jack! Jack! What are you saying? 
 

JACK:  See you around, Ann. I talked all I can for now. I still like you as a friend.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack walked off without a backward glance. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Ann stared after him sadly and then ran to the bathroom to continue crying. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : This is Chapter 4. It’s called, “A happy ending for Jack and Ann.” 
 

 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Ann did her best to calm down. Then she said: 
 

ANN:  Okay, Jack. What would you like? 
 

JACK:  Ann, I’d like for us to have fun like we did at the Christmas Dance and other 

times. I’d like to work out something so we see each other and I also see my 

friends and play sports. 
 

ANN:  Jack, I like to see you, but I’m starting to realize why you like your friends and 

sports. I first liked you because you were great on the basketball team. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jack grinned and said: 
 

JACK:  Ann, I first liked you because you are a great cheerleader. 
 

ANN:  Hmmm! I sometimes really miss my girlfriends. I spend so much time with you 

that I don’t see much of them. 
 

JACK:  Let’s work out something. I see my friends, and you see your friends at the 

same time and days. Ann, I’d like you to be with the track team. Do you think 

that you could cheerlead? We’re pretty good already and would do even better 

with some cheering. 
 

ANN:  I like your ideas. I’ll talk with Mrs. Carver about cheerleaders for the track team 

and to my friends about getting together. I know!!! A slumber party! My 

girlfriends and I could see videos, eat popcorn, and ... .  
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NNaarrrraattoorr : Jack laughed and said:    
 

JACK:  Ann, great! I’ll let you plan those things later. Let’s look at our week and see 

when we can do some fun things together. I know my track team schedule and I 

will talk with my friends after we settle on some days together.  
 

ANN:  Jack, I like you so much. I’m ready to have some fun with you too. What would 

you like to do? I’ve got some ideas as well.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Jack and Ann had fun talking and planning some of their next get-togethers. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  It’s clear that things will go on being just fine with them from now on as long 

as they continued to keep the communication lines open. 

  

  

  

 

 

Big to Medium Parts: 

JACK ANN COACH BROWN 
 

Small Parts:  

ANN’S MOM RON DON 
 


