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NNaarrrraattoorr :  In this spin-off story, Jordan comes to live with Little Jack for an extended visit.  
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Little Jack works hard to set firm and respectful boundaries with Jordan. Will 

Jordan cooperate? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : This story is called “Little Jack’s cousin Jordan comes for a long visit.”    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  This is Chapter 1. It’s called “Little Jack talks things over with his Mom.” 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  After talking with the Ancient One, Little Jack felt much better. He thought: 
 

LITTLE JACK: Okay! I need to find a way that both Jordan and I can WIN in every 

encounter we have. That might not be easy, but I bet I can manage that. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack thought some more. Then he remembered that the Ancient One had 

said: 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Jack, it is always helpful to have an ally. Who can be your ally to help you 

out in this situation? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack thought through the people he knew. Then he responded: 
 

LITTLE JACK: Well, the obvious choice is Mom. I need to explain to her what I want to do 

and why. If she understands that, maybe she will be willing to support me 

without feeling like she’s playing favorites. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Instead of going to play basketball with the guys, Little Jack went straight 

home. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Going into the house, he found his Mom in the guest room. He said: 
 

LITTLE JACK: Hi, Mom! 



Little Jack’s cousin Jordan comes for a long visit 

This is the sixth role-play in an 8-part series about Little Jack based on Joseph Campbell’s Hero’s Journey 

© 2001 by Debbie Dunn 

 

2 

 

LITTLE JACK’S MOM: Hello, Jack.  
 

LITTLE JACK: What are you doing, Mom? 
 

LITTLE JACK’S MOM: I’m getting Jordan’s room all ready.  
 

LITTLE JACK: Mom, do you have time to talk for a little while? 
 

LITTLE JACK’S MOM: Of course, Jack. What’s up?  
 

LITTLE JACK: Well, I want to make certain that things go well with Jordan in the house. 

What I mean is, ..., uh, you know that Jordan and I haven’t really gotten along 

all that well in the past. 
 

LITTLE JACK’S MOM: Yes, I have been aware of that. It worries me a bit, but I don’t 

know what else we can do. I don’t want Jordan to be around to see his parents 

argue and fight. He needs to be away from all that tension. But of course, I want 

your life to be good, too.  
 

LITTLE JACK: It’s okay, Mom. I’ve kind of grown up a bit since his last visit. I want to 

explain to you how I think I can handle things with him. Then I’d like to see if 

you feel comfortable enough to support me in case I need reinforcements. 
 

LITTLE JACK’S MOM: This sounds interesting. Tell me what you have in mind.  
 

 

LITTLE JACK: Well, I want to make certain that 

Jordan and I have WIN-WIN 

outcomes when we deal with each 

other. 
 

LITTLE JACK’S MOM: You want to have what?  

 

 

 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack smiled at his mother’s surprised and puzzled expression. He said: 
 

LITTLE JACK: It’s something that I’ve been learning about. I want to WIN of course, but I 

also want to find a way for Jordan to WIN too so we both can be happy. 
 

LITTLE JACK’S MOM: My! You have grown up a lot. Tell me more.  
 

LITTLE JACK: Okay! Remember that time that Jordan refused to get in the car unless I 

moved to the back seat, and he got to sit up front? 
 

LITTLE JACK’S MOM: Yes! I remember that very clearly.  
 

LITTLE JACK: Well, the way I handled it and he handled it, it was a WIN-LOSE outcome. 

He WON, and I felt like I LOST big time. I moped and fumed and made myself 

miserable. 
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LITTLE JACK’S MOM: Yes! I felt rather miserable myself seeing you that way. But I 

didn’t know what else to do.  
 

LITTLE JACK: Yeah! Well, I figured that Jordan and I could work out a deal. He can ride in 

the front seat the first time the three of us go somewhere. Then I can ride in the 

front seat on the way home. We could take turns, and that would be a WIN-

WIN outcome for both of us. 
 

LITTLE JACK’S MOM: That sounds great!  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack hesitated for a moment and then said: 
 

LITTLE JACK: But ... . 
 

LITTLE JACK’S MOM: But what? 
 

LITTLE JACK: I feel that would be really fair to both of us. But if he pulls that routine of 

refusing to compromise and wants to always sit in the front seat, then I would 

appreciate it if you would step in and make him stick to taking turns. 
 

LITTLE JACK’S MOM: Yes! That sounds fair and reasonable. I would certainly be happy 

to do that, if need be.  
 

LITTLE JACK: Now, Mom! I’d like to be man enough to try to handle it on my own first. 

Could you only step in if I ask you to? 
 

LITTLE JACK’S MOM: Okay, Jack. I’ll only step in if you ask; otherwise, I’ll try to stay 

out of it.  
 

 

LITTLE JACK: Thanks, Mom! I’m 

gonna try to work for a 

WIN-WIN outcome in all 

my dealings with Jordan 

from now on. Hopefully, 

that will make things be 

much better for both of us. 

 

 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : His mother smiled and said: 
 

LITTLE JACK’S MOM: Well, all I can say is that I’m very impressed.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack smiled with pleasure. Then he helped his mother make the guest bed 

for Jordan. 
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NNaarrrraattoorr : Afterward, he went to play some basketball with the guys at the park. 
 

 
Illustrated by 6

th

-Grader T.J. Hutcheson 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr : This is Chapter 2. It’s called “Little Jack sets firm boundaries with Jordan.” 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jordan arrived right before lunch on Sunday. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Only Uncle Ralph came to drop him off. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack’s uncle stayed long enough to have lunch with them, gave Jordan a 

big hug, and then headed back to his home.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jordan headed off to the guest room and worked on moving his things in.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : After a while, Little Jack came by Jordan’s new room and said: 
 

LITTLE JACK: Knock, knock! 
 

JORDAN:  Yeah?  
 

LITTLE JACK: Do you need some help? 
 

JORDAN:  No, I’m okay.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Only Jordan didn’t sound okay. He sounded almost monotone and rather 

depressed. Little Jack asked: 
 

LITTLE JACK: Uh, …, do you mind if we talk for a bit? 
 

JORDAN:  What about?  
 

LITTLE JACK: Well, I know we haven’t been the best of friends in the past, but I’d like to 

see if we can try to make things better between us. 
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JORDAN:  What do you mean?  
 

LITTLE JACK: Well, I’d like to see if we can find a way that we both can WIN rather than 

just one of us WIN. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jordan looked puzzled. He asked: 
 

JORDAN:  What???!!! What do you mean?  
 

LITTLE JACK: Okay! For example, you and I will be going places with Mom in the car. 

I’m used to always getting to sit in the front seat, and I suppose you have 

usually been stuck sitting in the back because your parents have been sitting up 

front. Right? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : A little gruffly, Jordan answered: 
 

JORDAN:  Yeah! So what? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack figured that Jordan was probably thinking that if his parents split up 

like Little Jack’s parents did, he would get to ride in the front seat all the time, 

too. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Not wanting to depress Jordan further, Little Jack hurried on with his 

explanation. He continued: 
 

LITTLE JACK: So, how about you and I take turns? You can ride in the front seat when 

we’re going wherever we’re going, and I’ll ride in the front seat on the way 

back. Or we can do it the other way around if you’d rather. That way we both 

can WIN. What do you say? 
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JORDAN:  Yeah! That sounds okay. Whatever.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jordan shrugged his shoulders and continued to look sad and rather lost-looking. 

Little Jack asked: 
 

LITTLE JACK: Would you rather be in the front seat when we’re going someplace or on the 

way back? 
 

JORDAN:  Uh, ..., I guess, on the way to wherever we’re going.  
 

LITTLE JACK: Okay, that’s fine. Uh, would you like me to leave you alone now, or would 

you like some company? 
 

JORDAN:  I guess I would like some company.  
 

LITTLE JACK: Okay. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Then Little Jack made a quick decision. He said: 
 

LITTLE JACK: Uh, I guess there’s something else I want to check with you on. Um, …, 

well, um, ..., have you been getting much peer pressure where you have been 

living? 
 

JORDAN:  Some. Why?  
 

LITTLE JACK: What kind of things have you been pressured about? 
 

JORDAN:  Oh, you know – smoking, drinking, and stuff like that.  
 

LITTLE JACK: What about drugs or shoplifting? 
 

JORDAN:  No, not yet. Have you been pressured to try any of that?  
 

LITTLE JACK: Yeah, I’ve been pressured to smoke a few times, but I’ve always managed 

to say ‘No’. What about you? Have you tried any of that stuff, or have you 

managed to say ‘No’, too? 
 

JORDAN:  Do you promise not to tell? 
 

LITTLE JACK: Yeah! I promise. 
 

JORDAN:  Well, I’ve tried a cigarette a time or two. And I’ve tried some beer.  
 

LITTLE JACK: Did you like it? 
 

JORDAN:  No, not really. But I didn’t want the guys calling me names, either.  
 

LITTLE JACK: Well, the reason why I’ve brought all this up is that I hang out with a group 

of older guys almost every day. We play basketball and stuff. Most of them are 

eighth graders. They’re pretty nice. But one of them named Tom pressures the 

guys to smoke quite a lot. 
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JORDAN:  Has he pressured you?  
 

LITTLE JACK: Yeah! He has. The first time I said ‘No’, Tom didn’t like it at all. I 

challenged him with questions like, ‘Why do you want me to try them? Are 
you afraid I’ll tell?’ 

 

JORDAN:  What did he say? 
 

LITTLE JACK: Well that guy Tom said:  
 

TOM:  You best try them if you want to be part of our crowd. 
 

JORDAN:  What did you do, then?  
 

LITTLE JACK: Well, I knew he was mad. But I still stuck to saying ‘No’. I told him that it 

was nice of him to want to share with me, but I didn’t want to smoke. I told 

him, ‘Besides, there will be all the more for you.’ 
 

JORDAN:  That’s kind of funny. Did it work?  
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LITTLE JACK: Yeah! Kind of. There’s another guy Will who said ‘No’ too because he has 

asthma and might have some kind of an attack or something. He agreed with me 

that there would be all the more for Tom and the rest of the guys. 
 

JORDAN:  What happened next?  
 

LITTLE JACK: Well, Tom left me alone but then pushed me around a lot in basketball to 

where I finally went home. But the next time, I managed to say ‘No’ again and 

got him to show me how to do this really cool jump shot. He got so caught up in 

showing all us guys how to do that, that he forgot about pressuring me. And 

now he never does. 
 

JORDAN:  Do the other guys smoke?  
 

LITTLE JACK: Well, Will never does. This guy we call Big Jack did once and has never 

done it again as he is the man of the house at home and doesn’t want his little 

brother getting into bad habits. His little brother wants to do everything Big 

Jack does. Some of the other guys also say ‘No’ sometimes. So, Tom isn’t quite 

as heavy-handed about peer pressure as he was at first. 
 

JORDAN:  You mentioned a ‘Big Jack’. What do they call you? Little Jack?  
 

LITTLE JACK: Yeah! That’s right, though I’m taller than some of them. But since I’m in 

the 6th grade and most of them are in the 8th grade, they decided that was how 

they could keep us both straight. 
 

JORDAN:  So, do I get to meet these guys?  
 

LITTLE JACK: Yeah! If you want. I just thought you might want to be forewarned about 

the peer pressure. 
 

JORDAN:  Well, what will you do if I take a cigarette? 
 

LITTLE JACK: I can’t stop you. I would rather you didn’t for your health’s sake, but you 

have to make your own decisions just like I have made mine. I don’t intend to 

smoke ever. I hate the smell. Plus, I don’t want to come home smelling like 

cigarettes and getting Mom mad or upset. Uh, Jordan? 
 

JORDAN:  Yeah?  
 

LITTLE JACK: Why would you want to take a cigarette? Is it because you like them, or are 

you just trying to fit in? 
 

JORDAN:  Well, I don’t much like them. I guess it’s because it’s easier to say ‘Yes’ than it 

is to say ‘No’.  
 

LITTLE JACK: Well, like I said, I won’t tell on you. Just know that I will always say ‘No’ 

to any of that stuff. I don’t want to be like my Dad with drinking, and I hate the 

smell of cigarettes. And the smell of ashtrays makes me want to puke. 
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JORDAN:  Okay! Well, let’s go. I’m ready to meet these guys. If I’m gonna be living here 

for a while, I would like to start making friends.  
 

LITTLE JACK: Okay, I’m ready. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : This is Chapter 3. It’s called “Little Jack introduces Jordan to the guys in the 

park.” 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack and Jordan went downstairs. Little Jack called out: 
 

LITTLE JACK: Mom! Jordan and I are heading off to the park. I’m gonna introduce him to 

the guys. 
 

LITTLE JACK’S MOM: Have a good time, you two! 
 

LITTLE JACK: Thanks, Mom! 
 

JORDAN:   Yeah, thanks, Aunt Tammy. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack and Jordan headed to the park. Most of the guys were already there 

playing basketball. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : The two of them watched from the sidelines until Tom called a break. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Tom, Will, Big Jack, and the others headed over to the picnic tables where Little 

Jack and Jordan were already sitting. Tom said: 
 

TOM:  Hi, Little Jack! Who’s your friend? 
 

LITTLE JACK: This is my cousin, Jordan. He’s coming to live with my Mom and me for  

while. Jordan, this is Tom, Will, Big Jack, Steven, and Kevin. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack also introduced him to the other guys, too. Will drawled: 
 

WILL:  Any cousin of Little Jack’s is a cousin of mine. So howdy, Cousin Jordan. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jordan laughed for the first time that day and said: 
 

JORDAN:  Thanks, uh, Cousin ..., uh?  
 

WILL:  Will. Cousin Will. 
 

JORDAN:  Okay. Thanks, Cousin Will.  
 

BIG JACK:  Hi, Jordan. Glad to have you join us. We’re here ‘most every afternoon. 
 

JORDAN:  Thanks. I’m sorry, I forgot your name.  
 

BIG JACK: That’s okay. I know there’s a whole bunch of us and only one of you. They call 

me ‘Big Jack’ and your cousin here ‘Little Jack’. That way, we all know who 

we’re talking about or talking to. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jordan met and exchanged words with most of them. Finally, Tom said: 
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TOM:  Well, Jordan, you came on a good day. I just happen to have some cigarettes 

here that I managed to sneak away from my old man. Now I know that Will and 

Big Jack and Little Jack don’t smoke. Some of the other guys do though. What 

about you? Do you want one of my cigarettes? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jordan studied Tom for a moment. He couldn’t tell from Tom’s neutral-

sounding tone whether he would go psycho or something if he dared to say 

‘No’ or whether he wouldn’t care one way or another. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jordan finally decided to make an excuse and see how Tom and the others might 

react. He said: 
 

JORDAN:  Well, I better not. I just got here today, and my Aunt Tammy has one of those 

noses for smells. I don’t want to get her mad at me on the first day.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Will, always the jokester, said: 
 

WILL:  Oh! Are you saying my friends here smell? 
 

JORDAN:  No! That’s not what I meant. I just don’t want to go home smelling like 

cigarettes.  
 

WILL:  Just joking around, Cousin Jordan! 
 

TOM:  So, do you want one for later then? 
 

JORDAN:  Uh, thanks anyway, but no.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Tom wasn’t pleased that Jordan said ‘No’, but he was getting used to it by now. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : He simply shrugged and said: 
 

TOM:  Whatever! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : A few of the guys took a cigarette. After a few minutes, they all started back to 

playing basketball again. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jordan got put on Tom’s team. Little Jack got put on Will’s team. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : They all played basketball for a couple of hours and had a great time. 
 

 

Big to Medium Parts: 

LITTLE JACK JORDAN LITTLE JACK’S MOM 

 
 

Small Parts:  

ANCIENT ONE WILL 

TOM  BIG JACK 

 


