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77  MMaallee  AAccttoorrss::            LLiittttllee  JJaacckk                                        TToomm                                        WWiillll                                        AAnncciieenntt  OOnnee    

                                                              SStteevveenn                                                        CChhaadd                                    KKeevviinn            

22  oorr  mmoorree  NNaarrrraattoorrss::  GGuuyyss  oorr  GGiirrllss  
 

 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  We are now going to hear another story about sixth-grader Jack. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Watch how his fear of dying socially motivates him to either decide to do the 

VICTIM THING or to decide to act like a HERO. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : This story is called “Little Jack receives his ‘call to adventure’.”    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Please note: This boy is called ‘Little Jack’ by the older guys he hangs out 

with after school. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Why? One of the eighth-grade boys is also named Jack. To avoid confusion, 

they call the older boy ‘Big Jack’ and this sixth-grade boy ‘Little Jack’.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : This is Chapter 1. It’s called “Little Jack gets pressured to smoke.” 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Little Jack had a problem. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  It wasn’t school. It wasn’t his grades. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  It wasn’t his Dad in his apartment and the rare times he got to see him.     
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  It wasn’t the home that Little Jack shared with his Mom. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  All those things were pretty much under control. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : After meeting the Ancient One a couple of months back, Little Jack had 

worked hard to be the HERO of his own life rather than to be a VICTIM.  

  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Things had gone pretty well for a while; but now, life seemed to be a big 

challenge again. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : It was confusing and felt hard all due to the bunch of the seventh- and eighth-

grade guys who all lived in Little Jack’s neighborhood or rode on Little Jack’s 

bus. 
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NNaarrrraattoorr : For example, just the other day, a bunch of those guys and Little Jack were 

shooting hoops at a local park nearby. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : They were taking a break. One of the eighth-grade guys, Tom, pulled out some 

cigarettes and offered them all around. Tom said: 
 

TOM:  Hey, look at what I have? Who wants one? 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Several of the boys immediately accepted. 
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NNaarrrraattoorr : Only two boys did not accept: Little Jack and this one other eighth grader, Will. 

Tom said: 
 

TOM:  Hey, Will! Have a cigarette. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Will shook his head from side to side as he calmly said: 
 

WILL:  Can’t. 
 

TOM:  Why not? 
 

WILL:  I’ve got asthma. I’ll have an attack if I try one. I shouldn’t even get that close 

to you guys while you’re smoking, or I might not be able to breathe all that 

well. I think I’ll be okay though as long as I kind of stand over here on the 

sidelines.  
 

TOM:  What kind of attack are you talking about? 
 

WILL:  Well, I’ll get all wheezy and have trouble catching my breath. Then I’ll start 

gasping for breath and might even pass out. It’s not a pretty sight!”  
 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Then Will grinned as he said:  
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WILL:  So you see, I’m just being extra thoughtful of you guys to save you from 

having to be grossed out.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : As Will intended, all the guys laughed at his humorous tone and left him alone. 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Tom looked around and noticed that Little Jack was the only other guy not 

smoking. He said: 

 

TOM:  Little Jack, I know that you don’t have asthma. So have a cigarette. 
 

LITTLE JACK: Nah! I hate the smell so bad, I figure the taste will be even worse. 
 

TOM:  Aw! It’s not so bad. Give it a try!” 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Several of the other guys also urged Little Jack to try a cigarette. 
 

STEVEN:  Yeah! Give it a try, Little Jack! 
 

CHAD:  That’s right. Give it a try! 
 

KEVIN:  Little Jack, try a cigarette!  
 

 
Illustrated by 6

th
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NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack remembered what the Ancient One had said about challenging them. 

So, he asked: 
 

LITTLE JACK: Why is it so important to you that I try one? Are you afraid I’ll tell?  
 

TOM:  No! I just figure you better try one if you want to be part of our crowd.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack was determined to not play the VICTIM role but be a HERO as the 

Ancient One had suggested. So Little Jack calmly asked: 
 

LITTLE JACK: So, you’re saying that if I don’t try one, then I can’t hang out with you. Is 

that it? 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Tom looked at the other guys and shrugged. Then, he said: 
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TOM:  Yeah! Something like that. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : The moment had come. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack had to make a big decision and didn’t have much time to think.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Tom was acting as a ‘herald’ issuing him a ‘call to adventure’. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : The question was, did Little Jack heed this call and take the cigarette, or did he 

refuse this ‘call to adventure’ and just walk away?  

  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack stared from Tom to the cigarette pack in his hand to the other guys 

and back again. Finally, Little Jack said: 
 

LITTLE JACK: You know, it’s okay by me if you guys smoke, but I just don’t feel like it. 

Besides, that means there is all the more for you. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack stood his ground and waited. He wondered if they would insist that 

he leave. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : The air thickened with tension. Each boy’s pulse quickened a bit in anticipation 

of what Tom might say and what Little Jack might do.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : A few seconds passed. Then Will, the humorous guy with asthma said: 
 

WILL:  Yeah! That’s not a bad way to look at it. Since Little Jack and I won’t be 

smoking, that means there are more cigarettes for you guys to share. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Another boy named Steven said: 
 

STEVEN:  Yeah! All the more for us! Come on Tom! I’m about ready for another one 

anyway. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Tom scowled at Little Jack. He had been ready for a showdown and was all set 

to throw him out. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : He gave Little Jack a hard look. He thought: 
 

TOM:  Next time, I’m not gonna let Little Jack back out. Either he does what I say, or 

he is out!  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Then Tom turned his back on Little Jack and handed Steven another cigarette.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : The boys all continued smoking for a while and then started shooting hoops 

again. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack tried to be part of the group shooting hoops; however, Tom kept 

pushing him out of the way. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Finally, Little Jack gave up and went on home. Little Jack thought: 
 

 

LITTLE JACK: Man, oh, man! That Tom is relentless! 
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NNaarrrraattoorr : That was one of the vocabulary words that Little Jack had learned at school.  

  

NNaarrrraattoorr : It really fit because Little Jack could tell that Tom didn’t like backing down 

and probably wouldn’t next time. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : It was thanks to Will and his wisecracks that Little Jack managed to tough it 

out today. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : But what about next time? Could he manage it then? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack was almost home when he decided to head off for that high hill 

again. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : He didn’t know if he would be lucky enough to be able to run into the Ancient 

One again, but he figured it was worth a try. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : This is Chapter 2. It’s called “Little Jack visits the Ancient One.” 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack entered the wooded area and started walking. He finally got to the 

bottom of that steep hill.  
 

LITTLE JACK: Be there! Please be there! I hope the Ancient One is there! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : This was the litany that accompanied Little Jack’s thoughts as he started 

climbing the hill. 
 

LITTLE JACK: Be there! Please be there! I hope the Ancient One is there! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Finally getting to the top, Little Jack looked around expectantly. Unfortunately, 

the old man was nowhere in sight.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Disappointed, Little Jack sat down and looked off into the distance. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : He stared off into space for a while, thinking about what had happened that 

day. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Then a rustling sound from behind caught his attention. Little Jack quickly 

turned around to see that the Ancient One had arrived. 
  

  

                               Illustrated by 6
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LITTLE JACK: Wow! You’re here! You’re really here. That’s great! 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Yes, I’ve made it. I heard your call, so here I am. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack asked with surprise: 
 

LITTLE JACK:  You heard me? But I never said anything out loud? How? ..., I don’t get it. 
 

ANCIENT ONE: I heard you nevertheless. So, young Jack! What can I do for you? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack told the old man about what had happened earlier. He then 

explained: 
 

LITTLE JACK:  I didn’t play the VICTIM role. I managed to stand up to them, with a little 

help from this funny guy named Will. But I don’t know how easy it will be to 

stand up to them the next time. I know I could just not hang out with them, but 

that would be pretty lonely. They’re the only guys who live anywhere near me. 

I realize it’s my choice, but it’s a hard decision to make. 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Ahhhhh, it sounds like if you choose to drop their friendship, you will feel 

like a ‘martyr’. Is that correct? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : ‘Martyr’ had been another one of their spelling words. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack knew that a ‘martyr’ was someone who made a sacrifice for a good 

cause. He said: 
 

LITTLE JACK:  Well, yeah, I guess I will kind of feel like a ‘martyr’ if I have to let those 

guys go. Who will I hang out with then? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : The Ancient One smiled with compassion. He said: 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Yes, I can see where that will be a challenging decision for you to make. 

Is it just the cigarettes they are pressuring you about, or is it other things, too? 
 

LITTLE JACK:  So far, it’s just been the cigarettes. But I know that Tom and several of the 

other guys drink. So, I figure they’re probably gonna pressure me about that, 

too. I’m not sure if any of them do drugs. I’ve never heard about them 

shoplifting either. But then, I guess I don’t really know them all that well. 
 

ANCIENT ONE: I’ve asked you before Jack, but I’ll ask you again to see if you still feel 

the same way. How do you feel about doing any of those things? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack thought for a moment and then said: 
 

LITTLE JACK:  Well, I know I don’t want to smoke. I hate the smell! It makes my throat 

hurt. Plus, the smell of ashtrays makes me want to throw up. I’ve smelled 

marijuana before, and I think that smells pretty bad, too. Besides, I don’t want 

to kill off my brain cells or hurt my body in any way. As for shoplifting, you 

can forget that! I’m not gonna break the law and get put in some reform school  
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LITTLE JACK:  or something. And as far as alcohol, …, well, I don’t much want to try that 

either. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack paused, looked off into space for a few moments, and then glanced 

at the Ancient One as he continued:  

 

LITTLE JACK:  Mom told me that one of the reasons that my parents got divorced was that 

Dad drank a lot. He wasn’t very nice to her when he got drunk. That’s 

probably why I don’t see him all that often either. It’s probably because he’s 

too busy drinking. It probably killed off the brain cells that know about how to 

be a good dad to his son. I don’t want to do any of that stuff, but I do want to 

have friends! 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Well, Jack, just like you had a choice whether to allow yourself to be a 

VICTIM of circumstances or the HERO of your own life, you have another 

choice to make. 
 

LITTLE JACK: What’s that, Ancient One?  
 

ANCIENT ONE: It sounds like you have issued yourself a ‘call to adventure’. Can you 

figure out what that ‘call to adventure’ is? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack thought for a while. Not quite getting where the old man was going, 

Little Jack shrugged his shoulders. 
 

ANCIENT ONE: All right, Jack. HEROES always receive ‘calls to adventure’ from 

various directions. Some calls they feel drawn to accept. Some calls they feel 

they must refuse. It sounds like Tom issued you a ‘call to the adventure’ of 

trying a cigarette. You refused his call. I can see that you have made a lot of 

progress. You did not mention refusing his call out of fear of what your mother 

might think. That was when you were still intent on choosing that VICTIM 

role. You truly have taken on more and more of your HERO status because 

you seem to be making most of your own decisions. So I will ask again, what 

‘call to adventure’ have you given yourself? 
 

LITTLE JACK:  Well, I guess I’ve given myself the call to NOT drink or smoke or try 

drugs or shoplift or other bad stuff like that. 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Do you plan to accept your ‘call to adventure’ or refuse it? 
 

LITTLE JACK:  I plan to accept it, of course.  
 

ANCIENT ONE: Even if that means that you might have to make the sacrifice of letting all 

those friends go? 
 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack looked grim and then finally said: 
 

LITTLE JACK: Yeah.  
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ANCIENT ONE: You have still another choice, Little Jack. 
  

LITTLE JACK:  Yeah? What’s that? 
 

ANCIENT ONE: You plan to tell those friends of yours ‘NO’ each and every time they 

offer you cigarettes or drugs or alcohol. Is that correct? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack nodded his head and said: 
 

LITTLE JACK: That’s right.  
 

ANCIENT ONE: This means that you might have to make the sacrifice of losing their 

friendship should they decide that it is ‘their way or the highway’, as some 

young people like to say. It would be natural for you to feel rather sad about 

losing their friendship. But if you choose to hold on to a lot of feelings of 

sadness and anger and betrayal, then you are choosing to be a ‘martyr’. 

However, if you choose to actively find other people you can spend time with 

and find other interests to keep yourself occupied with, then you are choosing 

to be the ‘master of your own life’. 
 

LITTLE JACK: Let me see if I have this straight. I’m a HERO if I don’t hold on to the 

VICTIM role. If I get caught up in making a sacrifice and then getting bogged 

down in a lot of fear or anger or unhappiness, then I am choosing to be a 

‘martyr’. But if I choose to make the most of this situation and maybe even 

find some other, better friends to hang out with or some fun activities to do, 

then I am the ‘master of my own life’. Is that right, Ancient One?  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : The Ancient One smiled and said: 
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ANCIENT ONE: Exactly! You can choose to feel like a ‘martyr’ or a ‘master of your 

own life’. So, which do you choose? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack thought for a bit. Then he nodded his head and said: 
 

LITTLE JACK: Yeah! I figure I want to be the ‘master of my own life’. So, next time they 

pressure me, I’ll just say ‘NO’. If Tom and the others won’t back down, I’ll 

walk away. Besides, maybe Will would like to hang out with me sometimes. 

And maybe, my Mom would be willing to let me ride the bus after school one 

day to where some of my other friends live, and she can pick me up later. And 

on the weekends, they can come visit me, or I can go visit them. I could even 

work hard at finding other people who feel the same way I do. I can’t be the 

only one who feels this way. Yeah! I would rather be my own ‘master’ rather 

than let Tom and the others trying to ‘master me’. So, that’s what I choose. 

Thanks, Ancient One! I feel much better now!   
 

ANCIENT ONE: You are quite welcome, Jack! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Then the Ancient One turned and walked away. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack watched him go. Afterward, he too turned and walked down the hill. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack’s ‘hero’s journey' had just begun. Already, he could tell that it 

would be a very interesting adventure. 
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