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77  MMaallee  AAccttoorrss::            LLiittttllee  JJaacckk                                TTiimmootthhyy                              AAnncciieenntt  OOnnee  

                                                              GGuuyy  ##11                                              GGuuyy  ##22                                  GGuuyy  ##33                                        GGuuyy  ##44    

33  FFeemmaallee  AAccttoorrss::      KKeellllyy                                                    GGiirrll  ##11                                GGiirrll  ##22                                                                          

22  oorr  mmoorree  NNaarrrraattoorrss::  GGuuyyss  oorr  GGiirrllss  
 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  A new girl, sixth-grader Kelly, has moved to Little Jack’s school. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Little Jack would like to ask her to the Valentine’s Day dance; however, he 

doesn’t really know how to go about being a good boyfriend. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : He goes to the Ancient One for advice.     
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  The story is called “Little Jack approaches the ‘inmost cave’.” 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  This is Chapter 1. It’s called “Little Jack likes the new girl, Kelly, who recently 

moved to his school.” 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack was walking down the hallway of his school, minding his own 

business. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Then, he saw her. 
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NNaarrrraattoorr : His pulse quickened a bit. His heartbeat accelerated. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : He noticed everything about her — her brown hair with natural-blond 

highlights, her laughing brown eyes, her cute nose, her bright smile, and how 

pretty she looked in her matching purple shirt and shorts.  
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Quickly, Little Jack turned to a friend of his and asked: 
 

LITTLE JACK: Hey, Timothy! Who’s the new girl? 
 

TIMOTHY:  Oh, that’s Kelly. She just moved here from a nearby school. She’s in my 

homeroom. 
 

LITTLE JACK: She’s fine! 
 

TIMOTHY:  Do you like her? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack flashed Timothy a quick smile. He said: 
 

LITTLE JACK: I just might at that. 
 

TIMOTHY:  Do you want me to introduce you to her, Little Jack? 
 

LITTLE JACK: Let me think about it first. 
 

TIMOTHY:  Okay, buddy. Just let me know. 
 

LITTLE JACK: Thanks, Timothy! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack walked down the hall thoughtfully. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : He had never seen a girl that pretty before. He thought: 
 

LITTLE JACK: I wonder if she’s as nice as she looks. I wonder if she’d like me like I think 

I like her. I wonder if she already has a boyfriend. I wonder if I even know how 

to be a boyfriend. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : That was the biggest question that began weighing on Little Jack’s mind more 

and more. He wondered: 
 

LITTLE JACK: What does a boy in the sixth grade do about asking a girl out? It’s not like I 

have a lot of money to pay for a date. It’s not like I can drive to pick a girl up. 

I’d have to get my Mom to drive. I’d probably have to meet her parents and 

everything. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : The more Little Jack thought about it, the more complicated it sounded. He tried 

hard to put Kelly out of his mind. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack found himself watching the other couples he knew of in the sixth, 

seventh, and eighth grades. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Maybe by watching them, he could figure out how to go about being part of a 

couple, too. 
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NNaarrrraattoorr : That day at lunch, Little Jack even got brave enough to ask some of the guys 

how they handled their relationships with girls. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : That afternoon at the park, he managed to steer the conversation around to girls 

when Tom called for a break from playing basketball. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Feeling really confused by all the contradictory stories and information, Little 

Jack decided to go talk to the Ancient One. Little Jack wondered: 
 

LITTLE JACK: I wonder how much an old man will know about boyfriend-girlfriend stuff. 

Oh, well! At least he will be better than nothing, especially since my Dad is 

rarely around for me to talk to. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : This is Chapter 2. It’s called “Little Jack learns the difference between faking 

caring and showing true caring.” 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : The next day was Saturday. Right after breakfast, Little Jack headed off for the 

woods that led to that steep hill. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Once again, he found himself thinking: 
 

LITTLE JACK: Ancient One, I need to talk to you. Ancient One, please be there! 
  

 
      

 

                                   Illustrated by 6
th

-Grader T.J. Hutcheson 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : When Little Jack reached the top of the steep hill, there was the Ancient One. 

He said: 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Hello, Jack! I’ve been waiting for you. 
 

LITTLE JACK: Thanks, Ancient One. That’s pretty cool that you’re always here when I 

need you — not like my Dad who’s hardly ever around. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : The Ancient One’s smile was warm and full of compassion. He asked: 
 

ANCIENT ONE: What’s on your mind, Jack? 
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LITTLE JACK: Well, Ancient One. I guess I’ve got a new 

‘call to adventure’. 
 

ANCIENT ONE: What call is that, Jack? 
 

LITTLE JACK: I think I like this new girl, Kelly. 
 

ANCIENT ONE: What’s the problem with that? 
 

LITTLE JACK: Well, I’m just in the sixth grade. There are not 

a lot of options when you don’t have a lot of 

money and you can’t drive. Plus, ... . 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack’s voice trailed off in uncertainty. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : The Ancient One patiently asked: 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Plus, what? 
 

LITTLE JACK: Plus, I don’t really know how to be a 

boyfriend. I mean, my Dad drank a lot, got mean, 

and left my Mom crying and alone. I don’t want to 

follow his example. 

 

 

ANCIENT ONE: Ahhhhh! I see what you mean. You’re looking for, perhaps, a role model 

of how to be a worthy boyfriend? 
 

LITTLE JACK: Yeah — something like that! I mean, in the movies, they only show all that 

mushy, gucky stuff. I’m not ready for all that. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : The Ancient One’s eyes crinkled up in amusement. Then he asked:  
 

ANCIENT ONE: What about your friends? How do they go about the process? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack snorted in frustration. He stated: 
 

LITTLE JACK: That’s even more confusing. Yesterday, I asked a bunch of them. Plus, I’ve 

heard stories in the past from my cousin and some other people. 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Tell me everything you’ve heard, and perhaps we can sort it all out in a 

way that makes sense. 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack gathered his thoughts. He said: 
 

LITTLE JACK: Okay, this is what one guy said: 
 

GUY #1:  I talk with my girlfriend on the phone all the time. I tell her that I love her and 

other stuff like that. She makes me so happy. I don’t think we’ll ever break up, 

but … . 
 

LITTLE JACK: But what? 
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GUY #1:  Well, last Valentine’s Day, I forget to 

get her a present. Also, sometimes, I 

just don’t feel like talking to her when 

she calls. 
 

LITTLE JACK: So, what do you do, then? 
 

GUY #1:  I get my sister to lie for me. She goes 

to the phone and tells my girlfriend 

that I am not home. 

 

 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : After Little Jack relayed that story to the Ancient One, he said: 
 

LITTLE JACK: Ancient One, he thinks they’ll never break up, but he treats her kind of 

mean sometimes. That’s so confusing! 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Keep going. 
 

LITTLE JACK: Okay, I guess you’re supposed to call each other on the phone. But a while 

back, I heard this one girl tell this story: 
 

GIRL #1:  There was this guy I went out with for 

a little while until he got on my 

nerves. 
0 

LITTLE JACK: What did he do? 
 

GIRL #1:  He started calling me twice a day. 

Like I said, it was getting on my 

nerves. 

 

 
 

LITTLE JACK: So, what did you do about it? 
 

GIRL #1:  I got my Mom to tell him I wasn’t home each time he called. 
 

LITTLE JACK: Did it work? 
 

GIRL #1:  Yeah! After five rounds of this, he never called again. Obviously, we didn’t go 

out anymore either. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  After Little Jack relayed that story to the Ancient One, he said: 
 

LITTLE JACK: Ancient One, I learned from her story that you’re not supposed to call too 

often. 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Yes, it sounds as if she felt he was what we sometimes call ‘smother-

loving’ her. 
 

LITTLE JACK: Yeah, Ancient One! That was probably it. 
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ANCIENT ONE: It sounds like you need a balance of calling now and then but not too often. 

So, what else have you heard? 
 

LITTLE JACK: Well, I heard a lot of kids 

mention that they gave each 

other gifts at Valentine’s Day, 

Christmas, and birthdays. And 

Valentine’s Day is coming up 

pretty soon. There’s even gonna 

be a Valentine’s Day dance. 

 

 
 

 

ANCIENT ONE: Okay, that sounds like giving a girl you like a small gift could be 

appropriate. What else have you heard? 
 

LITTLE JACK: Yeah, but that’s confusing, too. This one guy told me this story: 
 

GUY #2:  I had this girlfriend. At Valentine’s 

Day, I gave her some chocolates 

because I wanted her to get me some 

as well.  
 

LITTLE JACK: Did it work? 
 

GUY #2:  Yeah, it did. She didn’t give me as big 

a box of chocolates as I gave her, but 

at least she got some for me. That 

way, I could show it off to the other 

guys.  

 

 

 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : After Little Jack relayed that story to the Ancient One, he said: 
 

LITTLE JACK: That sounded wrong to me. But then I heard this other story from another 

guy that was pretty sad. 
 

ANCIENT ONE: What happened? 
 

LITTLE JACK: Listen to his story: 
 

GUY #3:  I had a girlfriend who I really, 

really cared about. I even gave 

her a piece of jewelry because I 

…, well …, I really loved her.  
 

LITTLE JACK: What happened? 
 

GUY #3:  She turned around and broke 

my heart.  
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ANCIENT ONE: That was a sad story. What else have you heard? 
 

LITTLE JACK: Well, this one girl told me this story. 
 

GIRL #2:  Valentine’s Day was coming 

up. At our school, the PTSA 

sells red carnations that 

students can buy to give each 

other. I really wanted to 

receive a flower that day. 
 

LITTLE JACK: So, what did you do? 

 

 
 

GIRL #2:  Well, I told this one guy that I really liked him. 
 

LITTLE JACK: Did you really like him? 
 

GIRL #2:  No, I just pretended like I did. He fell for it. He told me he was going to buy me 

a flower on Valentine’s Day. 
 

LITTLE JACK: Did he? 
 

GIRL #2:  Well, actually, …, no. He ended up being absent on that day, so I didn’t get 

anything. 
 

LITTLE JACK: I bet you were pretty disappointed. 
 

GIRL #2:  I sure was! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : After Little Jack relayed that story to the Ancient One, he said: 
 

LITTLE JACK: Ancient One, in her case, the joke ended up being on her. It probably served 

her right for lying like that. 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Hmmmm! That is rather a strange story. What else have you heard? 
 

LITTLE JACK: Well, there was this one guy who told a pretty good story. 
 

ANCIENT ONE: What was that? 
 

LITTLE JACK: This is what he told me: 
 

GUY #4:  I had a really great girlfriend. On 

Valentine’s Day, I got her a real red 

rose and a balloon that said, “I love 

you.” 
 

LITTLE JACK: That sounds nice? Are you still 

together? 
 

GUY #4:  We sure are! We get along great!  
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NNaarrrraattoorr : After Little Jack relayed that story to the Ancient One, he said: 
 

LITTLE JACK: Ancient One, do you see why I feel confused? 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Ahhhhh, I can see why you might 

feel confused with so many 

contradictory stories. Some of them were 

showing true love or caring and some 

were just faking it to get what they 

wanted. They were being an actor. 

 

 
 

 

 

LITTLE JACK: Yeah! I heard a whole bunch of 

kids tell those kinds of stories. For 

example, some guys only went out 

with a girl to get a bit more popular or 

just to have a date to a dance or to get 

another girl to leave him alone. They 

didn’t care that the girl might feel hurt 

knowing they weren’t planning to 

stick around beyond one or two dates.  

 

 
 

ANCIENT ONE: That’s too bad. What else did you hear? 
 

LITTLE JACK: Well, there were some girls who 

pretended to like these guys just so 

they had someone to talk with and sit 

with or just so they could brag they 

were dating a guy on a football team. 

And my cousin said all of her friends 

were going to the movies. So she 

found a guy who really liked her but 

she didn’t like. She went to the 

movies with him just so she wouldn’t 

be the only girl sitting alone at the 

theater. Don’t those girls care that 

they may be hurting those guy’s 

feelings? 

 

 

 
 

 
 

ANCIENT ONE: That is an excellent question! It certainly sounds like you have talked with 

a lot of people. 
 

LITTLE JACK: Yeah, I guess I have. I heard some pretty bad stuff, too. 
 



Little Jack approaches the ‘inmost cave’ 

This is the fourth role-play in an 8-part series about Little Jack based on Joseph Campbell’s Hero’s Journey 

© 2001 by Debbie Dunn 

 

9 

 

ANCIENT ONE: Like what? 
 

LITTLE JACK: Well, some guys said that they just 

went out with certain girls on a bet or 

just so they could get a kiss. And a 

friend of my cousins went out with a 

guy on a bet. They went shopping 

together and everything. He thought she 

really liked him, but she actually liked 

his best friend. By going out with that 

guy on a bet, it made the best friend 

jealous and mad. She hooked up with 

the best friend after that. She didn’t 

seem to care that she might have really 

hurt the other guy. I certainly don’t 

want some girl to play me that way. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

ANCIENT ONE: I agree. It sounds like many of these young people know how to play the 

actor role and don’t know how to show true love or caring. 
 

LITTLE JACK: Well, some of them do, Ancient One. I heard a few good things, too. 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Like what, Jack? 
 

LITTLE JACK: Well, my cousin met a guy last summer 

who she really liked. His family invited her to 

go to Dollywood and other places like that. 

She said at Dollywood, they held hands and 

laughed and had a great time. 

 

 
 

ANCIENT ONE: That sounds pleasant. Anything, else? 
 

LITTLE JACK: Well, this one guy said he went to his 

girlfriend’s house with flowers, and they 

watched movies. It wasn’t even a special 

occasion. He just wanted to make her 

happy.  

 

 
 

 

LITTLE JACK: Another guy wrote notes to his 

girlfriend, just telling her how he felt 

about her. 
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NNaarrrraattoorr : Seeing that Little Jack was all out of stories, the Ancient One asked: 
 

ANCIENT ONE: So, what conclusions have you come to? 
 

LITTLE JACK: Well, I want to be a good boyfriend and treat the girl right. But I also want 

to know that she isn’t just pretending to like me just so she can get flowers or 

other stuff from me. I want her to treat me right, too! 
 

ANCIENT ONE: So in other words, Jack, you don’t want to be an actor who fakes love, but 

be a person who shows true love. 
 

LITTLE JACK: Well, I’m not ready for love yet. I just want to show ‘true like’. 
 

ANCIENT ONE: Fair enough. 
 

LITTLE JACK: As for the girl, how will I 

know whether she is fake-liking 

me or really liking me? 

 

 
 

ANCIENT ONE: In that, you will need to trust your gut. If being with her makes you feel 

anxious or stressed, perhaps you should watch her actions very closely. But if 

you feel calm or peaceful or happy around her, then most likely she is to be 

trusted as one who knows how to show true love, like, or caring. 
 

LITTLE JACK: That makes sense, Ancient One. 
 

ANCIENT ONE: So what do you plan to do, Jack? 
 

LITTLE JACK: I plan to accept that ‘call to adventure’ and ask Kelly to 

go to the Valentine’s Day dance. If she says yes, I’ll probably 

buy her a red carnation, too. 

ANCIENT ONE: Sounds like a good plan, Jack. Have a great new 

adventure. 
 

LITTLE JACK: Thanks, Ancient One! I really appreciate your advice. 

NNaarrrraattoorr : This is Chapter 3. It’s called “Little Jack asks Kelly out on a 

date.” 

 

 
 

  

NNaarrrraattoorr : On Monday, Little Jack got Timothy to introduce him to Kelly. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : That night, he called her up and invited her to the dance. Happily, Kelly said: 
 

KELLY:  Yes. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Little Jack was indeed launched on a fun new adventure — an adventure that 

would change, transform, and continue for many years of his life. 
 


