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44  MMaallee  AAccttoorrss::          LLeeoo                                    CClliiffff                                  BBeenn                                              BBeenn’’ss  DDaadd  

44  FFeemmaallee  AAccttoorrss::  MMoollllyy                              CCllaarraa                              BBaarrbbaarraa                              BBaarrbbaarraa’’ss  GGrraannddmmaa            

22  oorr  mmoorree  NNaarrrraattoorrss::  GGuuyyss  oorr  GGiirrllss  
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  This role-play was written for a school that had three county and three city 

feeder schools. The county schools were K-5 elementary schools. The city 

schools were K-6 elementary schools. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Therefore, some students entered Clinton Middle School as sixth graders. Other 

students entered Clinton Middle School as seventh graders. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Even though your middle school has feeder schools with different names, this 

story can still potentially apply to your situation.  
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  After all, if you meet up with students who came from a different elementary 

school from the one you attended, it takes a while to decide whether or not those 

other students have the potential to be a friend. 

 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Leo had gone to one elementary school.     
 

LEO:  I'm Leo. I went to Grand Oaks Elementary.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Cliff had gone to a different elementary school.   
 

CLIFF:  I'm Cliff. I went to Claxton.  
 

LEO:  Being at Clinton Middle School sure is different. So many new faces. All those 

kids I don't know. What if I don't like them? What if I like them, but they don't 

like me? I think I'll be better off just sticking to the kids from my old school. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Leo totally ignored Cliff when they passed in the hall. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Cliff also totally ignored Leo in the hall. Cliff thought:  
 

CLIFF:  I think I better stick to the kids I already know. It's too risky to talk to any of 

those other kids. They are too different from what I am used to. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Both Leo and Cliff were afraid to make the first move. It would make them feel 

far too vulnerable.    
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NNaarrrraattoorr :  Leo was different from the kids Cliff was already used to. Cliff was different 

from the kids Leo was already used to. Different was risky. Taking risks felt 

scary. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Neither of them had the courage to allow themselves to be vulnerable. So each 

stuck to their usual clique from their former school.    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  It was too bad because, unknown to them, they had the potential to be if not 

best friends, at least good friends. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  But neither of them was brave enough to make that first essential move to smile, 

to say hello, to ask questions, or to try to get a conversation going. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  The first week of school passed, the second, plus the third. All that time wasted 

when they could have been working on cementing their new friendship. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  The same held true for Molly and Clara.     
 

MOLLY:  I'm Molly. I came from North Clinton Elementary.  
 

CLARA:  My name is Clara. I was here last year. Before that, I went to Dutch Valley 

Elementary.  
 

MOLLY:  I kind of would like to get to know those other kids, but no way am I going to 

make the first move. What if they reject me? What if they laugh at me? It's just 

too risky! 
 

CLARA:  Some of those new kids look kind of interesting, but that was too hard last year. 

I'll just stick to the kids I already know. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  And stick like glue they both did. Both were too afraid to leave their safe little 

cluster of friends they already had from the previous year. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  They would walk down the hall together and visit the bathroom together. They 

would sit in their separate clusters in the gym before school and in the cafeteria 

at lunch.    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Molly had no clue that Clara had the potential to be her most loyal friend, 

standing by her at a time when her former friends turned away. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Clara had no clue that Molly was the type of friend she had been yearning for all 

these years. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Instead, both Molly and Clara wasted that time ignoring each other and turning 

their heads away, rather than smiling at each other when they passed in the 

hallway. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Barbara, on the other hand, had done a lot of thinking over the summer.     
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BARBARA:  I'm Barbara. I've been doing some thinking. I like the kids from South Clinton; 

however, they weren't very exciting. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Barbara was one who craved variety. She embraced change as a wonderful new 

adventure. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  So, she made the very conscious choice that although she would remain friends 

with the kids she knew, she would also reach out to the kids from all those five 

other elementary schools.    
 

BARBARA:  Yeah! I want to have lots of friends. And if the kids from South Clinton get mad 

that I don't only sit with them or talk to them -- well, -- too bad. I don't want to 

be mean, but I also refuse to be tied down. I just love meeting new people. I 

also love what my grandma taught me.   

 

BARBARA’S GRANDMA: Reaching out to new people and being brave enough to make 

that first move is like panning for gold. Sometimes you get water or sand. 

Sometimes you get fool's gold. But then there are those wonderful times when 

you find solid gold. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Each day, Barbara panned for gold, looking for the real thing. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  She smiled at all the kids she passed in the hall, or she would smile and say: 
 

BARBARA:  Hi! Good to see ya! How are you? 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Her smiles and cheerful greetings got the attention of several kids as smiling 

people always look more attractive. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Before school, she would walk up to a cluster of girls she didn't know. She 

would say:    
 

BARBARA:  Hi! Do you mind if I join you?  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Of course, the girls quickly agreed. They were relieved that someone else was 

brave enough to make the first move. 
 

BARBARA:  My name is Barbara. I went to South Clinton. What about you? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Each girl introduced themselves in turn. All three girls were from right next 

door, Clinton Elementary School.    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Barbara kept the conversation going by asking questions like:  
 

BARBARA:  What was your old school like? What do you think of this school so far? What 

do you like to do for fun? 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  She asked questions like those and lots of other questions. Then she really 

listened to their answers and volunteered information about herself, too. 
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NNaarrrraattoorr :  When the dismissal bell rang, Barbara and the three girls from Clinton 

Elementary walked together to their lockers. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  As they all talked, Barbara kept an eye and an ear out for that girl with whom 

she might feel that special connection - that spark that could lead to a really 

strong friendship. Barbara told herself:    

BARBARA:  I'm looking for someone who is fun to talk to. I want someone I can trust. I also 

want to make certain that person is not the possessive or clingy type. I want to 

be able to have a large network of friends – not just one or two. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Barbara didn't get upset if she didn't immediately hit it off with that particular 

cluster of girls as there were always more people to meet. She thought: 
 

BARBARA:  That's part of the fun of panning for gold. Maybe I'll like them a whole lot, or 

maybe I'll only like them a little bit. But at least I've met them and can now 

decide for myself. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Barbara was far better off than those kids sticking to only their friends from 

their former school as now she had several new acquaintances from whom she 

could choose to sit with or talk to again.    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Ben had pretty much the same attitude as Barbara.  
 

BEN:  I'm Ben. I work hard at finding something I can ask or say to just about 

everybody I meet. I'll even do this with the kids I don't think I'll particularly 

like. I can thank my Dad for that. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Ben's father was a very successful businessman who had worked his way up 

through the company. His success was largely due to one particular philosophy. 

He would tell Ben: 
 

BEN’S DAD: Son, forget about that saying that states, “If you can't say something nice, say 

nothing at all.” That philosophy may keep you out of trouble, but it won't get 

you anywhere. All your life, you are going to go to school or work with people 

you don't like. But it pays to find something to talk to them about. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Ben asked with a look of dismay on his face:  
 

BEN:  You mean like compliment them even if I don't mean it?  
 

BEN’S DAD: No, I don't mean that as that would come off as totally fake. I simply mean to 

talk to them about sports or hobbies or the weather or a homework assignment 

or whatever. It pays to do this as that person might end up introducing you to 

someone who could advance your career. Or they might end up introducing you 

to someone who could be a true friend. Or perhaps they could get you 

something else you might want. That, Son, is the secret of my success. 
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BEN:  Thanks, Dad! I'll remember that. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Ben did remember that lesson. He managed to find something interesting to talk 

about with just about everyone.     
 

BEN:  Thanks to my Dad's advice, I now have a huge network of both friends and 

acquaintances. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Both Barbara and Ben ended up being extremely popular 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  They didn't do this by being snobbish and cliquish. Instead, they achieved 

popularity by being nice and reaching out to just about everyone they met.     
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  So, who do you choose to be like? Do you choose to be like Leo, Cliff, Molly, 

and Clara who were too chicken to make that first move? 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Or do you choose to be like Barbara and Ben who were so brave they had loads 

of friends? 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  It's your choice.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  So choose wisely!     
 

 

 

 

Big to Medium Parts: 

BARBARA BEN 
 

Small Parts:  

BARBARA’S GRANDMA BEN’S DAD 

LEO CLIFF 

MOLLY CLARA 

 


