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44  MMaallee  AAccttoorrss::            KKiinngg                                        JJaacckk                                        PPrriinnccee  TTiimm                                        TTaallkkiinngg  CCaatt    

44  FFeemmaallee  AAccttoorrss::    AAuunntt  BBeerrtthhaa              JJaazzzziiee                                    JJaammmmiiee                                                    JJaacckkiiee            

22  oorr  mmoorree  NNaarrrraattoorrss::  GGuuyyss  oorr  GGiirrllss  
 

 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  Perhaps you have heard many of the fine Jack tales that were published by 

Richard Chase. I felt it was about time that a girl got the lead role in one of those 

stories. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr :  So here are the adventures of Jackie -- a cousin of that fellow Jack who won a 

contest by managing to make the Princess laugh. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : If you recall, he won two bags of gold, and he got to marry the Princess, as well.    
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  The original story was called “A Jackie tale.” For the purpose of this lesson, the 

title has been changed to “Jackie learns how to be a true friend.” 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr :  One day, the king approached his son-in-law, Jack. The king said: 
 

KING:  Jack, my nephew has come to live with us. He’s as melancholy as my daughter 

used to be before you came along and made her laugh. I can’t take having 

another sad sack in the house. Do you have any ideas how we can cheer him 

up? 
 

JACK:  What’s his name, King? 
 

KING:  His name is Prince Tim. He’s come to us from across the ocean. 
 

JACK:  Well, now, I’ve got a whole parcel of cousins: Jazzie, Jammie, and Jackie. Why 

don’t you send Prince Tim off to stay with my Aunt Bertha and her three 

daughters? That’ll cheer him up for sure. 
 

KING:  Well now, Jack, what do they look like? 
 

JACK:  Well, king, I’ll tell you true. The two eldest girls are right pretty. Jackie, the 

youngest, is real plain. But when she laughs and smiles, which is right often, 

she’s as cute as a bug’s ear. 
 

KING:  Well, that sounds like just the ticket for Prince Tim. I’ll even make you this 

promise: Whichever one of your cousins cheers Tim up the most can have him 

for a husband. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : So Jack sent a message off to his Aunt Bertha, and the king sent his nephew on 

his way to visit them. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Aunt Bertha was handed the message by a messenger, and she read it. Then she 

called to her three girls. She said: 
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AUNT BERTHA: Oh, girls, girls, listen to this: 
 

Your cousin Jack sent us a letter. 

We must make Prince Tim feel better. 

Whichever one can cheer up Tim, 

Will be the one to marry him. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jazzie, the eldest daughter, said: 
 

JAZZIE:  A Prince, you say? Well, I’ll let that prince take me dancing. That’ll cheer him 

up for sure! 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jammie, the middle daughter, was chewing on a Kentucky Fried Chicken leg. 

(also known as KFC). She took the chicken leg out of her mouth and said: 
 

JAMMIE:  A Prince, well, well! I’ll make him a pie that we all can share. Then I’ll let him 

take me out to eat. That’ll cheer him up! 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jackie, the youngest daughter just said: 
 

JACKIE:  Oh, the poor man! I hope he’ll be happy with us! 
 

AUNT BERTHA: Now girls! You can each make a try for him in the order of your birth. 

Jazzie will have him the first day, Jammie the second; and then, I reckon, Jackie 

can try for him the third day. Thank goodness my two eldest daughters are so 

pretty. It just cheers me up to look at you two. Jackie, I’m sorry that you’re so 

plain-looking. I want you to stay mostly in the barn and do most of the chores 

while he’s here. 
 

JACKIE:  Yes, Mama. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Aunt Bertha and her three girls cleaned the house from top to bottom and bottom 

to top. Jackie put some fresh flowers in the guest room and a note on his bed: 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : The note said: 
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NNaarrrraattoorr : Finally, Prince Tim arrived. Aunt Bertha introduced her three daughters to him. 

Then she gave Jazzie a nudge. Jazzie clicked her fingers and said: 
 

JAZZIE:  Oh, that prince could be really cool, 

  If he’d let himself be a dancing fool! 
 

  How about taking me dancing tonight, Prince? 
 

PRINCE TIM:  Okay. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Prince Tim agreed. Jazzie spent the rest of the day rolling her hair. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jammie spent most of the day eating. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : And Jackie spent most of the day doing the barn chores. While she was milking 

the cow, a scrawny cat came along. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jackie felt sorry for the cat and said: 
 

JACKIE:  Here little cat! Have some nice fresh milk. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jackie set some milk out in a little dish. The little cat ran up to the milk and 

drank with a good will. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Afterward, the cat licked its chops and actually spoke to Jackie and said: 
  

  

  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jackie thanked the cat for a good idea. From then on, whenever she came across 

the prince, she would always say: 
 

JACKIE:  Hello, Prince Tim. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Prince Tim would always answer with a tiny little smile: 
 

PRINCE TIM: Hello, Jackie.  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : That evening, Prince Tim took Jazzie dancing. They had a good enough time 

together, but Prince Tim still never smiled, and he certainly never laughed. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : The next morning, Aunt Bertha asked her oldest daughter, Jazzie: 
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AUNT BERTHA: Did you have any luck, Dearie?     
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jazzie laughed scornfully and replied: 
 

JAZZIE:  Oh, that prince sure wasn’t cool! 

  He didn’t let himself be a dancing fool! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Aunt Bertha, Jazzie, and Jammie laughed and laughed. Prince Tim overheard 

them laughing and making fun of him. He just turned away as he looked even 

sadder. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : As for Jackie -- she was out in the barn, doing the chores. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Aunt Bertha then turned to Jammie and said: 
 

AUNT BERTHA: Well, Jazzie doesn’t want him. So now it’s your turn, Jammie. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jammie looked up from her breakfast and sat up real straight when she saw 

Prince Tim coming into the room. She said: 
 

JAMMIE:  That handsome prince sure looks sweet. 

 But first, I gotta eat this treat. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Then Jammie proceeded to eat a right good breakfast. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Later in the morning, Aunt Bertha reminded Jammie that she better get started, 

if she was going to have a chance to cheer up that Prince. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : But every time she started to get up to go talk to him, she’d sigh and say: 
 

JAMMIE:  That handsome prince sure looks sweet. 

 But first, I gotta eat this treat. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Finally, in the middle of the afternoon, Jammie said: 
 

JAMMIE:  Hey, Prince, you want to take me out to eat? 
 

PRINCE TIM:  Okay. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Prince Tim was sad but very polite, so he agreed. But at dinner that night, 

Jammie was so busy stuffing her face that she didn’t make any effort to cheer 

up Prince Tim. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Needless to say, Prince Tim still never smiled, and he certainly never laughed. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : The next morning, Aunt Bertha turned to her middle daughter, Jammie, and she 

asked: 
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AUNT BERTHA: Well, Jammie, how did it go?  

  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jammie scornfully replied: 
 

JAMMIE:  That handsome prince sure looked sweet. 

 But not as good as this here treat. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Aunt Bertha, Jazzie, and Jammie laughed and laughed. Prince Tim overheard 

them laughing and making fun of him. He just turned away again and just 

looked even sadder. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : As for Jackie -- she was out in the barn, doing the chores. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Later in the morning, Aunt Bertha went out to the barn to talk to her youngest 

daughter. She said: 
 

AUNT BERTHA: Well, Jackie, since none of your other sisters want him, he’s all yours to 

try for. But see that you finish all the chores first. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jackie spent the rest of the morning doing the barn chores. While she was 

milking the cow, that same scrawny cat came along, looking just as hungry. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jackie again felt sorry for the cat and said: 
 

JACKIE:  Here little cat! Have some nice fresh milk. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jackie set some milk out in a little dish. The little cat ran up to the milk and 

drank with a good will. Afterward, the cat licked its chops, spoke to Jackie 

again, and said: 
  

  

  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jackie thanked the cat for a good idea. 
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : Later in the day, Jackie approached Prince Tim and asked: 
 

JACKIE:  Prince Tim, would you like to go for a little walk? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : The other two girls overheard, laughed scornfully, and said: 
 

JAZZIE:  What a stupid idea! 
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JAMMIE:  Yep! The stupidest idea ever! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : But they stopped laughing when Prince Tim said: 
 

PRINCE TIM: That sounds like a real nice idea! 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Prince Tim and Jackie went for a long walk. While they were walking, Jackie 

said: 
 

JACKIE:  Prince Tim, I don’t mean to pry, and you don’t have to answer if you don’t 

want to. I can’t help noticing how sad you look, and it makes me feel so bad for 

you. Would you like to talk about it? 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Prince Tim looked very surprised but not displeased. No one had ever thought to 

ask him what was wrong before. He said: 
 

PRINCE TIM:  You’re right, Jackie. I am sad! My best friend was killed in a hunting 

accident. I miss him a lot!  
 

JACKIE:  Oh, I’m so sorry to hear that, Prince Tim! Thank you for sharing that with me. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Prince Tim and Jackie kept walking. Eventually they began to talk and share 

other facts about themselves with each other. By the end of the walk, they were 

friends. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Meanwhile, back at the ranch, Aunt Bertha, Jazzie, and Jammie were standing 

in the doorway watching for Prince Tim and Jackie to return. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : A message had come from the palace stating that Prince Tim had to return 

immediately to attend a special palace function. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Eventually, those three saw Prince Tim and Jackie emerge out of the woods 

laughing and talking about this and that. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Aunt Bertha, Jazzie, and Jammie realized that plain little Jackie had managed to 

cheer up Prince Tim. Then they stared at Jackie in amazement. She actually 

looked downright pretty. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Aunt Bertha gave Prince Tim the message. He turned to Jackie and said: 
 

PRINCE TIM:  We will see each other again. Thank you for being my friend!   
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Then Prince Tim thanked Aunt Bertha for her hospitality, and he was off. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : During the next few days, Jackie did not hear from the prince. She began to 

wonder if he was ever going to come back. 
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NNaarrrraattoorr : One day, she was milking the cow, and that same scrawny cat came walking by. 

Jackie gave the cat a dish of fresh milk. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : The cat drank the milk, licked its chops, and then again spoke to Jackie: 
  

  

  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Jackie thanked the cat for the comforting words. 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : The next day, Prince Tim returned to Aunt Bertha’s house. He took Jackie aside 

and said: 
 

PRINCE TIM:  Jackie, would you marry me?  
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : She said yes, of course. And that’s the end of this Jackie tale. 
 

                                                                                         
 

NNaarrrraattoorr : What was the outcome between the oldest daughter, Jazzie, and Prince Tim: 

LOSE-LOSE, WIN-LOSE, or WIN-WIN? Audience, please respond. 
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NNaarrrraattoorr : What was the outcome between the middle daughter, Jammie, and Prince Tim: 

LOSE-LOSE, WIN-LOSE, or WIN-WIN? Audience, please respond. 
  

 
 

 
 

   

  

NNaarrrraattoorr : What was the outcome between the youngest daughter, Jackie, and Prince Tim: 

LOSE-LOSE, WIN-LOSE, or WIN-WIN? Audience, please respond. 
  

 
 

 
 

   

  

  

  

 
  

NNaarrrraattoorr : Pretend like you are any character in the role-play and use an ‘I Message’ on 

another character in the role-play. Audience, please respond. 
  

 
 

 
 

   

 


